&DFFICIM. SHIRT SPONSOR OFHCIAL KIT SUPPLIER = s )
L orponan : & i Nationwide
L & Borough of Wirral PATRICK =

FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Paric Life
winning and losing streaks.
And Much More! -

Tuesday 28th December 1999 Kick Off 3.00 p.m.
Nationwide league, Division One

ROVERS REVIEW. THE OFFICIAL MATCHDAY MAGAZINE OF TRANMEREROVERSF.C. PRICE£2.00



FOOTBALL CLUB
Prenton Park, Prenton Road West,
Prenton, Wirral, CH42 9PY
Telephone: 0151-608 4194
Fax: 0151-608 4385

Chairman & Chief Executive:

LorraineRogers

Direciors: Mick Horton

Richard Hughes

Assodiate Directors: ..............Tony Adams

Norman Wilson

Secretary: Mick Horton

Assistant Manager: . Kevin Sheedy

Reserve Team Coach..............Ray Mathias

Goalkeeping Coach Eric Nixon

Physiotherapist: : Les Parry

Coach & Chief Scout:.........Dave Philpotts
Youth Development Officer:

Warwick Rimmer

Youth Team Coadh:.........John McMaheon
Youth Liaison Officer................Ron Taylor
Centre of Excellence Manager:

Des:gmd,Ed:ted&Typaetby-.NrckSmple g.:
| i (Tel & Fax: 0151-6527782) |
| Photogrophy:..._Frazer Bird; Action fnoges; | |
| uFocus; Associated Sports Photography | |
| | Repro& Printings... oo . Techlitho |
k_(‘l'e'l:0151—92259'99:¥ax0151-9224448) ‘_?

28th December. ... " EE¥!

it Happened Today

1929 Division 3 North Att4,528
ROTHERHAMUNITED 5
TRANMERE ROVERS 0

1935 Division 3 North
TRANMERE ROVERS 3
NEW BRIGHTON 1

Scorers: Woodwerd, Urmson, O.G.

1946 Division 3 North
ROTHERHAM UNITED 6
TRANMERE ROVERS 0

1959 Division 3
YORKCTY3
TRANMERE ROVERS 0

1963 Division4
BARROW1
TRANMERE ROVERS

Scorer: Manning

1979 Division 4
TRANMERE ROVERS 4
BRADFORDCITY 0
Scorers: Beomish (3), Peplow

1997 Division 1
BIRMINGHAMCITY 0
TRANMERE ROVERS 0

1998 Division 1
BRADFORD CITY 2
TRANMERE ROVERS 0

At13,529

Att:16,000

Att:8,520

Att:3334

Att:2,547

Att:19,533

Att: 14,076

Tranmere Birthday Boys
1921— Noel Kelly

This Irish International inside forward
moved to Rovers from Nottingham Forest
in 1955, and later that same year, he
became the Club’s first-ever Player
Manager. he remained in this position until
September 1957, by which time he had
made 54 first-team appearances and
scored 7 goals. Noel moved on to Ellesmere
Port Town.

1946 — Frank Prescott
Centre-forward Frank was signed from St
Annes in 1946, and made just 2
pecrances for Rovers in the same year.

1546 George Shone
Signed from local non-league football in
1946, George was a centre-forward who
q c%ed 4 times for Tranmere.

976 — Tommy Young
Tommy came to Prenton Park from
Falkirk in 1972. He played at centre-
forward and in midfield, scoring 29 goals
in 193 outings before being transferred to
Rotherham.

Happy Birthday to..}

Born 1856
American President during World
War1
Woodrow Wilson

Born 1914
Actor best remembered as Stan
Ogden in “Coronation Street”
Bernard Youens

Born 1932
Labour M.P. who was also his
Party’s Deputy Leader, now an
Author and Journalist

(Lord) Roy Hattersley

Born 1934
Award-winning stage and screen
actress, twice an Oscar winner and
nominated twice more

(Dame) Maggie Smith

Born 1956
Violinist and fanatical Aston Villa

supporter

Nigel Kennedy
_The World of Music.

1937

Death of French Composer
Maurice Ravel in Paris.

1970 George HarrisonwasatNo1i
the U.S. singles chart with “M;

Sweet Lord™.

Death of Beach-Boy Dennis
Wilson, the only real surfer in
the group. He drowned at the
age of 39

The World of Sport |

1967 Alec Rose completed a 14,500
mile leng voyage from Britain
to Australia.

And Elsewhere...

1694 Queen Mary li died of Smallpox.

1879 90 people were killed when the
Tay Railway Bridge from Fife to
Angus collapsed as the
Edinburgh - Dundee train
crossed it.

The Peak District was
designated as Britain’s first
National Park.

The B.B.C. broadcast the
satirical television show “That

Was The Week That Was” for
the last time.

1950

1963

Rovers F.C. Views expressed by some contributors may not reflect those of the Directors & Management of the Club




Td llktothmk this club is going ,&i&“ﬂm

into the next century in as stronga
position as it has ever beenj

After our last home game against Norwich, | think everyone was
suffering a slight reaction from what had happened sariier in the
week. Three games in six days is @ lot to ask, especially when the first
two are hégh-prcﬁle games against Premiership opposition. Of course, |
it was disappointing to lose at home after such a good run, and to'go
down to a last-minute goal was a bitter pill to swallow, but the jads- 'Y
have nothing to be ashamed of. They've been a credit to themselves > ‘ "

December
Cadodadhoksbadmﬂsdoynnmhmy

Malt" h action from owr oﬂ‘hmgh:ln
sy &alwmﬁo&osRmﬂeR&ﬂ

and the club and aithough we weren't at our best against Norwich |
didn't think we deserved to lose the game. Norwich battled very 8
well and in the end they had the legs on us in the last five minutes. §
We definitely ron out of steam in the second half, ond couldn’t
find the vital spark - we were lacking a yard of sharpness. | feit
that at half time, even though we were one up and had
controlled the game, we were likely to need o second goal, The
game was a scrappy affair overell, so | hope that we can-end this
century with a better performance this afternoon.

I 1
~ Tweive tegsers for haif time from lan Kennedy

il bl On The Rebound 3
At this time of year it's usuai for everyone to take astep backand '\ Peter Bishop looks back ot some of the moments
see what has been achieved, and what the future holds - and of course -\ that have shaped where we stand today
this year with the Millennium, it's even more prevalent. 'd fike to think that  / § Head To Head "

this club is going into the next century in as strorz;& position as ithas ever (8 Wayne Alison up against Town's fffy Onoura
been in. We have a board that have a solid plan for the future, and a firm (S8
grasp of the realities of running a football cub. We hove an exciting squad  HG8
of players that give an ideal blend of youth and experience, and with the '
average age of the squad being i the early twenties, these are players f
that can and wil grow in stoture as the club progresses. We havea | -
stadium that, compared with the old Prenton Park of just a few years f
ogo, will last well into the next century, and wheniits full, osinthe .
recent home game with West Ham, can create an atmosphere that is ’ i
better than that in many of the new stadiums across the country.
B8 Lost but certainly not least, January sees several huge games coming
' up-asemi-final in one cup competition, and a home draw with one
of the teams of the season in the other, both of which should prov;de \
the opportunity to show what we can do to the rest of the country, as
well as being another huge financial boost for the club.
Of course, the old cliché says that the next match is always
the most important, and I'd like to welcome another Irish striker
88 who's turned his hand to management, Jimmy Quinn, his
& players and staff from Swindon to Prenton Park for this
afternoon’s game. For many of you, I'm sure this fixture will
bring back memories of our clashes in the early nineties
when bath clubs were going hard for promotion ~and
personally, | still don’t know why a godl | scored at the
County Ground in our play-off clash was disallowed!
Times change though, and at the moment Swindon

Malzolm jories with the latest dub news.

find themselves at the wrong end of the table, but Prenton Pups 30
¥ traditionally they have always provided tough Les Sands surrounded by screaming kids!
8  opposition for us, so we'll have to ba at our best to Unobstructed Views 31

8 et the right resuit this aftemoon.

On behalf of the players and the rest of
the coaching staff, I'd like to wish you all @ :
R very happy new year (when it comes), and . y bout
§ let's hope that we can make some history premm miw_ 0
} in the twenty-first century! Thanks for Menofd;evnowuadeﬁwmméﬁ
coming, enjoy the match, and get mnm 37
behind the lods - again! ~="{_Evegymorcodion frammr“—-ﬁdefeot(éthe

= l-lmm‘uemﬁcsbyFmserB.rdAndGeoﬁDwses
. . . mmmn to get cabathom,
: mm«:mcﬁmm; -

Tim Healey ‘s off on anotherone_.

Coming Next
< muspbabfmmmumemitofw

. Match Of The Day 40
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M oo | A game and a goal that willlive forever i

“...Just as it seemed grim form and order might win through, Boro..
...conceded the kind of impossible, wonder-boy to the rescue, eleventh hour,
super goal that has all but disappeared fromiour polarised and predlcl‘ﬁbl
national game. Andy Parkinson’s incredible dash, dribble and strike was.asi
exhilarating as it was romantic, as brilliant as it was nostalgic.

You couldn’t help but reflect that British cup games used to routinely
produce such heroics. Minnows used to scupper sharks. Footballused to be so
fair and innocent. Tranmere weren’t just beating Middlesbrough, they were
celebrating beating the times...” ‘

Danny Baker, The Times, Saturday 18th December.

(f

s:s‘ parky's Wonder Goa

.l...l.I....O.‘..I.'..Ivl...Q..Q'll..lll.......‘.........‘............




the memories of ali those who were present at Prenton!

gin Pic. Parky’s shot flies towa rdSM_Jmﬂr of the ‘Boronet to
put Rovers two up on the night, and produces scenes of
celebration not seen at Prenton Park for years.

Far Right: Another dart into the fray as Parky powers past an_
Iristiman and a German. 2

Right Remember the name! The Borough Road goes bﬂ"lSth.

before Andy is mobbed by Gareth and Ned before Scotty

tries to beamthe lot up!
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Design and Production

A glance at the front cover of City’s programme
does seem to provide a distinct contradiction
between the prominent title “blues” and the red -
shirted figure of winger Jon McCarthy!

Theré is also a slight problem with the colour in
the photograph used to illustrate the “As It
Happened” feature.

Although our thrilling Leyland Daf Cup Final
against Birmingham took place only eight years
ago, the shot of The Blues’ matchwinner at
Wembley that day looks a good deal older, judging
by how John Gayle’s shirt has faded into a peculiar
shade of green!

Fortunately the rest of the photographs and the
design and production in general are far more
impressive. The distinctive print style used on the
front cover is reproduced inside for titles and
captions. The dominant colour used for print, titles,
borders and backgrounds is fairly obvious given the
magazine’s title and the name of the editor...Sue
DENIM!

Category score — 16

Accuracy, Research and Away Team Coverage

Surely one of the most frequently printed words
of late is “millennium” so it’s disappointing to see it
mis-spelt in a large title advertising the revamped
Beau Brummie Club for City’s young supporters. A
few mis-prints have slipped through the net too,
presumably including The Travel Club coach fare for
the short trip up the M6 to Wolves which is shown
as a staggering £8 for non-members and a bargain
£6 for members! Blues fans would be advised to
start saving now if they hope to be able to afford
the marathon journey to see the return fixture at
Prenton Park in March!

Although the layout for the four-page Rovers
coverage is fairly dull, the content is well researched
and illustrated with a good variety of up-to-date
photos. The departure of trialist Pedro Matias is not
noted nor is Ryan Williams’ loan move to
Chesterfield. Gary Jones no doubt enjoyed reading
his Carling Opta statistics in his one-to-one
comparison with Marcelo, but was probably less
pleased to be described as “a well rounded
forward™!

The score for this section include a bonus mark
for the clever title on the visitors’ page - “Who
AreYa?”

Category Score—17

Other Content

Criticising the referee who had recently awarded
two penalties to Portsmouth in their match against
Birmingham, the “Watcher’s Brief” column includes

Planet Footbhall

NEWS, VIEWS AND UNSOLICITED ALLEGATIONS FROM THE WORLD OF FOOTBALL

the following quote:-

“l credit Mr Bennett with the bravery to give penalties
when most refs turn a blind eye to such minor
infringements unless they occur on the half-way line.
However, if you are going to be that strict there
would be about eight penalties a game and there
would be a distinct possibility that the home side
would be culpable occasiondlly as well”.

Coincidentally The Blues had also had a player
sent off at Fratton Park so perhaps the genial Mr
Winter had simply decided to demonstrate that bad
refereeing decisions even themselves out over a
season and very kindly warned Andy Parkinson in
advance!

Like ourselves, City were looking forward to
entertaining West Ham in a cup tie and Manager
Trevor Francis was hoping to have some of his
walking wounded back in action for the Worthington
Cup clash. No doubt he was left wincing as the
punches were being thrown during the unscheduled
boxing match in the centre circle!

Blues’ recent away draws at Grimsby and QPR are
given excellent photographic coverage and
forthcoming fixtures are also well detailed.

Category score—15

Statistics

Amusing titles are again in evidence with City’s
First Team details appearing under the heading
“Anoraks’ Almanac” while the colourful Football
Information Services display is entitled “Stat’s The
Way It Is”. The Reserves, who are one of our rivals in
The Pontins Premier Division, have their own page,
but there is no mention of any youth team progress.
Category score — 16

Value For Money

Blues fans get 48 pages for their £2. The 21%
taken up by adverts doesn’t
include the numerous
pages which are used to
promote City’s commerdial
activities and club products.
Consequently there isa ffe —
disappointing quantity of Fis
substantial reading matter &
which is definitely §
deserving of another
penalty award from Mr
Winter!

Category score — 14

TOTAL: 78 (last season 75)




G0E3Y NEWSDESK

WINS, DRAWS, LOSSES...

After we'd beaten Crewe at home this season, and got the double
over them for a second successive year, it got me thinking - (makes a
change, | know, but bear with me)... and | got around to wondering what
was the longest sequence of wins we've had against any one side. Thanks
to the database put together by Steve Wilson for his and Gilbert Upton's
‘Tranmere Rovers - A Complete History 1921-1937", | have my answer - or
answers, as Steve also included the record sequence of draws andlosses.

The most consecutive (league) wins we've had against any teom is
saven. We beat Southport seven times on the trot between 1925-26 to
1928-29, and had the ‘Indian sign’ over Rochdale for the same number of
games between 1963-64 ond 1966-67. Rochdale seem to hove been our
favourite opposition, as we also beat them six times in a row between
1930-31 to 1932-33 (a feat we’ve also achieved against accrington
Stanley, Barrow, Blockpool and Hartlepool United).

Seven is also the most consecutive draws Rovers have had against
any one team - the opposition this time being Swansea Gy, between
1970-71 and 1975-76. Next come Barnsley (69/70 - 71/72), Blackburn
Rovers (72/73 to 74/75), Doncaster Rovers (80/81 to 88/89) and
Grimsby Town (91/92 to 93/94), all on five consecutive draws.

The Tykes also feature as one of four teams to have beaten us six
times in a row - QPR, Scunthorpe United and Torquay United being the
others - but one club stands head and shoulders above the rest, having
inflicted NINE consecutive defeats on Tranmere between 1936-37 until
1948-49. Stand up and take a bow the dub from Millmoor - Rotherham
United.

Thanks to Steve and Gilbert for setting the record straight.
Incidentally, if you'd like to know anything about our past history, and
you're online, then look up the new-look official TRFC Website at
http://www.tranmererovers.co.uk - and you'll find that Steve
has made his database available to all comers, for FREE!

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1999 (JUST?)

Okay, | know that it's slightly late notice, but have you any plans for
after the game tonight? Well cancel them, and get down to Alda’s, where
the TRSA ‘Post Christmas, Pre-Millennium’ Bash is taking place, starting
at 7.30 p.m. Food, a disco, Raffle and one FREE welcome drink will be
provided on praduction of a ticket (£2.50).

Further info on the TRSA can be obtained by writing to TRSA,
P.O.Box 1, Moreton, Wirral, CH46 2SH.

SUPPORTING THE GIRLS...

No, this is not an advert for anything that crosses your heart or lifts
and separates. You may not know this, but Fulham's Ladies team has just
been given some dough to play with - £100,000 worth. Meanwhile Rovers,
who play in the top division in the country, are looking for a little less in
sponsorship to cover the costs of their away trips to Croydon for the F.A.
Cup Fourth Round Tie on January th, and League Cup Semi-Final on
January 23rd. The opportunity of a live appearance on Sky in the final
awaits the Girls if they can overcome their Sarf London opponents. if you
can help ease their course to the finals in any way, pleose contact Steve
Williams on 0151-608 2354 or 0411880 144.

SUNDERLAND TICKETS...

Following the terrific support against West Ham and Middlesbrough,
the powers that be (Gawd bless ‘em) have announced that there will be
no price increases for the F.A. Cup Fourth Round Tie versus Sunderland -
our next home match. In a further break with recent tradition, the
Wearsiders will only be allocated haif of the Kop, allowing our fans to try
and out-shout the Mackems.

This is an ALL-TICKET GAME, and tickets are now selling fast. No
tickets will be sold on the day of the game (hopefully there won't be any
left anyway), and the Ticket Office will be apen after today’s game, and
Tuesday - Friday next week between 930 a.m. and 630 p.m. - so if you
haven't got your seat yet, don't delay!

-. AND BOLTON DATES

At the time of going to press, the dates for our Worthington Cup
Semi-Finals had not been absolutely finalised - as one or both may be
shown live on Sky. We know that we are ‘Away’ in the first leg, on
Tuesday 11th or Wednesday 12th January, and "Home' two weeks later on
either Tuesday 25th or Wednesday 26th. As soon as we know, you'll
know - and about Reebok prices and so on.

CRAVEN COTTAGE DIFFICULTIES

Fulham have been in touch with a warning for fans travelling to
Craven Cottage for our first match of the next century on January 3rd.
Apparently away fans are often delayed getting into the ground, for the
following reasons, and Fulham will not delay a kick-off unless there has
been serious travel disruption. (And when ISN'T there serious travel
disruptionin London, | hear you ask cynically?) . Anyway, please take note
that
® The walk from the nearest Underground Station and Pub takes
between 10-20 minutes.

@ Turnstiles are situated on just one side of the ground, which can lead
to queues and congestion. The turnstiles are also old and can be slow to,
operate.

® Allfans will be searched on entry, causing further delays.

@ Traffic can be very busy in this part of London (1)

@ Even though January 3rd is a Bank Heliday, the pay-and-display
parking restrictions will be in force around the ground.

If you'd like any further information, contact Fulham FC on Tek 0207
893 8383, or Fax: 0207 384 4715, or on their website at
www.fulhamfc.co.uk.

The club was saddened to hear recently of the death of Steve Rice, the
owner of Typebase Limited, whe undertook the typesetting and
reprographics for ‘Rovers Review’ for many years. Along with his colleague
Peter Outten, Steve's commitment and dedication to the programme was
long-standing, helping to develop ‘Rovers Review’ into the award-winning
publication that it has become in recent years. On behelf of our former
editor Peter Bishop and all the contributors to ‘Rovers Review' over mony
years, | would like to take this opportunity to pass on our sincere
condolences to his family and many friends.
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TRANMERE ROVERS F.C.

Prenton Park, Prenton Road West, Prenton, Wirral CH42 9PY.
Telephone: 0151-608 4194 . Facsimile: 0151-608 4385

It’s difficult to get this close to the end of the year without reflecting on the last twelve months
and considering what the future might hold in store for Tranmere Rovers in the year 2000. We
will certainly start the new year in a more promising and settled position than we began 1999.

In some respects our performance in recent months both on and off the pitch has perhaps
been better than expected, but | am concerned to read reports which suggest that, due to our
recent Cup success, the Club’s financial worries are over. | Frequently refer to the Club’s three year
business plan because | don’t want people involved with the Club to be under any illusions - in my
view three years (of which we have had six months) is a redlistic forecast of the time it will take
to turn the financial situation around - so we still have another 2'2 years to go.

| am totally confident that we will succeed but it will be a long hard slog. The Cup run has not
- as yet - made a significant impact on our finances primarily because we haven’t been involved
in a draw that has produced what to us would be the equivalent of a lottery win i.e. our share of
a 40,000 gate at an average cost of, say, £20 per person.

If you are not familiar with the economics of Cup competitions you might find the actual
numbers for Tranmere of interest. Our share of the net gate revenue from the eight Cup ties we
have been involved in so far this season amounts to less than £90,000 in total.

Once VAT, stewarding costs, police and other expenses have been deducted, 10 percent goes
to the Cup “pool” and we take 45 percent of what is left. The players additional Cup bonuses
(approximately £66,000 so far) are then deducted from this leaving just £86,000.

The real financial boost for Tranmere will come from live national television coverage and/or
- dare | say it - a place in the Final. At the time of writing | understand that not one of our three
Cup ties in January has been selected to be on live national television. We are told that our
Worthington Cup semi-final with Bolton is of regional rather than national interest.

It emphasises to me the power of those who take such decisions at the BBC, ITV and Sky - and
demonstrates how easily tﬁey could make or break a small club such as ours. We will of course
continue to Eresent our case to the appropriate people at the Football League and the television
companies, but they have total discretion.

So, looking to next year | would prefer to say that the future is promising rather than
comfortable or rosy. However, | will make two predictions for the year 2000. Firstly, | predict that
the club will make provocative comments - such as the one about the name change - in order to
remind the Wirral public and local media that we're here. Secondly, | predict that we will continue
to offer excellent value for money - especially for children - possibly the best in the area.

On behalf of everyone at Tranmere Rovers, | would like to wish you a very happy new year
LORRAINE ROGERS

The official Taxi Service for Tranmere Rovers FC
‘The’ Superior 24-hour Car & Courier Service

Wirral Borough Gouncil




elebrate with our
5 lowest ever
Personal Loan rates

Phone us FREE on

08001188 55

quoting reference numbér NS392

¢h Nationwide

or find us on
www.nationwide.co.uk Financial services for everyone

Personal Loan. ovpical example: £5.000 over 3 vears ar 11.7% APR (F i, 36 monthly repayments of £163.97. Total amount payable £5,902.92. Loans
available up to £15.000. Rates from 9.7% APR. Secured Personal Loan, typical v:.\m'xp;«:: £8.000 over 10 vears at 8,5% APR (vanable). 120 menthly
repayments of £97.76. Total amount pavable £11,731.20. 8.5% APR (vaniable} is only available for Nationwide members. 9.5% APR (variable for
wustomcns who are not Nationwide members.  Loans available up 1o £25.000. Credit facilitics provided by and written quotations available from Natiomwide
Irust Limied. Nationwide House. 20 Lower Dagnall Street. St Albans, Hers AL3 4RR. Nationwide Trust Limited is 2 whelly owned subsidiary of

Nationwide Building Society. All loans are subjet 1o appraisal of an applicant’s financial standing and are only available to those aged 18 or over. Security will

be required For Secured Personal Loans. APRs correct at the time of printing.

AORTGAGE OR OTHE N SECURED ON |




' Tras - 'LESPARRY
JNedreatnentt.

I'm at a bit of a loss and don’t know
what to do. Normally at this time of the
year | borrow my mother in law’s crystal
ball to do my column as 1 have to write it
about two weeks early. Unfortunately
the old witch won’t lend it to me this
year because somebody in her coven has
borrowed it to try to see next week’s
lottery numbers so I'm having to rely on
the old tea leaf job. That gives me a
problem in itself as we only drink coffee
in our house so finding a tea leaf may
well prove difficult.

Anyway, | hope you all had a great
Christmas and didn’t overdo the turkey
and mince pies. We had our Christmas
party last night and I'm feeling a bit
fragile this morning so don’t expect
anything too loud. Steve Yates got up
and gave us a medley of choruses
because he didn’t know any song all the
way through. He then spent the rest of
the night walking around singing “I'm
not boring any more” because he had
got a standing ovation. Just to finish on
that | must give a quick mention to a
couple of young lads who had to get up
and perform. Most of them were
pathetic but Paul Walsham and Paul
Aldridge were magnificent and both got
a richly deserved standing ovation when
they had finished.

Just going back to Steve Yates. He
played a full 90 minutes in a practice
match on Saturday (18th) and came
through that OK. He will probably play

against Bury reserves later on this week
and then hopefully will have played
Walsall on boxing day. He'll be made up
to see the last of me, as will his wife
Louise, because I think they are a bit fed
up of taking stick in my column. It’s just
as well he’s fit again as 'm running out
of things to say about him.

If you remember in my last column, we
weren’t sure if Joe Murphy had broken
his collar bone or not. As we thought at
the time, he did have a break and so will
be out until the end of February next
year or so. I've let him go back to Ireland
for the Christmas break the main being
is that | don’t like him that much and so
he wouldn’t ruin my Christmas if he had
still been here. He’s having another x-
ray in two weeks and if it hasn’t started
to heal properly he will have a plate put
on it to help it repair. That shouldn’t
alter the time he will be out though. Joe
will also have a knee operation while he
is out. He has had a torn cartilage for
several months now but it hasn’t been
troubling him to much so we have put
off having it trimmed. Now that he is out
with his shoulder we may as well use
that time to get his knee done as well.
It's complicated this isn’t it? The bottom
line is Joe will be out until Feb/March
next year with whatever he has got
wrong with him.

I’'ve just had a phone call from the
printers to say they are ready to push
the button to start printing this so | will
have to finish here. So dead quick, Lee
Jones should be training by the time you
read this as should Andy Thompson and
no doubt | will have a new batch of
injured players by that time as well.
Sorry this is boring and factual but no
time to think.

Make sure you have a great New Year
and make sure you stay sober.

Hoping there is nothing to report next
time.

Les Parry

Inthe nterest of Spectator
Safety the following conditions
apply at Prenton Park and
must be observed at all times:

Glasses, bottles, drink cans,
canisters, knives, darts, tools,
fireworks, large umbrellas,
cameras, playpoles or any
other article fikely to cause
injury are not permitted tobe
brought into the ground.

Encroachmentontothe
playing area is forbidden.
Any spectator acting in
contravention of these
conditionsis fiable to arrest.

Closed dirauit television s in
use and any spectator found
acting in a disorderly manner is
likely to be arrested or ejected
fromtheground.

inthe event of enemergency, o
message will be given via the
public address system. This will
be proceeded by a bing-bong
sound. Please remain where
youare and listen carefully to
the instructions.

Comply immediately ifit
affects your area. Stewards
and Police Officers will direct
youto safe areas.

Above dll, REMAIN CAl M and
DONOTMOVE unless the
announcement concermns your
area of the ground. Spectators
must follow the instructions
given.

First Aid and Medical Facilities
are provided at the ground, in
the event of medical attention
ing required the assistance
of a Steward orRed Cross
Officers should be sought.

The Family Enclosure Paddock
has been designated asaNO
SMOKING AREA.

Spectators are asked to keep
all aisies and staircases dear
and to comply with all requests
made by the Stewards.

Your co-operation in ensuring
that these conditions are met
would be appreciated.

E.P. MASON — Safety Officer
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" BROMBOROUGH PAINTS

l AND BUILDING SUPPLIES LTD
THE BUILDER'S MERCHANT

Suppliers of bullding materials to the trade and DIY. Stockists
of plasters, plasterboards, sand, concrets, bricks, blocks, fence
panels and posts, insulation, garage doors, bathroom suites,
tiles, guitering, plumbing and a timber department!

Bridle Road Eastham.
Telephone:0151-327 5661

THE DECORATOR'S MERCHANT

The largest independent paints merchant in the North
with daily deliveries from Mid Wales to Southemn
Scotland. Gver 10,000 colours available from stock plus
all the famous woodcare names. 2,000 wallcoverings in
stock with 20,000 more available on 24hr delivery.

Vi.llage Road : Bromborough

Telephone: 0151-334 1237
BEST PRODUCTS BEST SERVICE

Kick off
the
Millennium

 with

+ Medicash

/ SirThomqs-Street, .
Liverpool LI 6HE

Tel: 0151-236 7051

21 Valuable Cash Benefits
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Half Time - Let's
gt A

Get

o

Questions set by lan Kennedy. Answers at bottom of pag

Which former Rovers player managed Swindon between 1983 and
19842

The Robins’ youngest-ever player had his career highlight when he
scored the winning godl in the 1995 F.A Cup Final. Who is he?

Which well-known former jockey is an Assodiate Director at the
County Ground?

Which two goalkeepers have saved penalties in the FA.Cup Final?
(Sorry john).

Talking of penaities, who was the first man to score in a penalty shoot-
out in a British match... and who was the first man ever to miss?

How many teams called ‘United’ are there in the Football League?
Name the oldest one... and the youngest.

—.and when was the first time that two dubs nomed *United’ metin t!
F.A Cup Final

Two men have coached three different teams in the final stages of th:
World Cup. Name the two men.

Who won the Anglo-ltalian Cup in 19952

In Germany's recent friendly against Norway, Lothar Matthaus
equalled whose international oppearances record of 143 cap2?

Who has replaced Gary Megson as manager of Stoke Gity?

Which former England intemational has an underground italian
collective of left-wing artists and political activisits named after him?

Supporting their loca} tegm!

LEVE

are proud to sponsor
Tranmere Rovers’ Official Supporters’ Club

" ® Quarterly newsletters. @ Mect the Players.
@ Become a matchday mascot, ® Quarterly Prize Draws.
with full Replica Kit & Tickets. @ Discounts on Function Rooms.
@ Discounts in the Club Shop. @ Free CarStickers.
® Priority H & A Match Tickets. @ funiors- signed Birthday Cards.
Have YOU joined yet?
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On Loan...

Millennium Moments

A selection of those defining moments that shaped our past
and laid the foundations for the future.....

* September 16th 1885. The day it was announced in the
local paper, the Birkenhead News, that Belmont had
changed their name to “Tranmere Rovers’. “The Belmont has
changed its name and will now be known to the world as
Tranmere Rovers. It sounds more consequential than the old
name, and will be altogether better”. That brief note,
discovered by historian, Gil Upton, over 100 years later
E:ally proved how and when the current club came into
ing.

* March 9th 1912 The current Prenton Park was opened by
the Mayor of Birkenhead, Councillor George Proudman,
before the match with Lancaster Town. Rovers won their
first game at new ground 8-0. The pitch was 120 yards x75
yards and surrounded by an 8 feet wide cinder track. There
were two stands, each holding 800 spectators. The original
mainstand (on the same side as the current one) housed the
Directors and Press boxes. The high bank behind the
Bebington goal was instantly christened the Spion Kop with
its capacity of between 10,000 and 15,000.

* August 27th 1921 After 36 years of dawdling around
various local Leagues, Tranmere Rovers at last achieved
Football League status following two seasons in the Central
League. Our first ever League encounter, against Crewe
Alexandra, on August 27th resulted in a 4-1 victory at
Prenton Park. As a club we had finally arrived and fulfilled
the dreams of its founding father, James Hannay McGaul.

* December 26th 1935. The day records tumbled and
Tranmere Rovers went into the history books. Despite the
passage of time no other game has ever produced more than
the 17 goals that hit the back of the net that day as poor
Oldham clearly couldn’t , being thrashed 13-4 at Prenton
Park. Robert ‘Bunny’Bell took all the plaudits with new a
individual scoring record of nine goals- it should have been
ten but he missed a penalty-as nine man Oldham struggle to
hold on. The 11,456 crowd were treated to further goals from
Woodward (2), MacDonald and Urmson.

* May 7th 1938. Though Rovers had won League titles in
their non league days and the Welsh FA Cup, a major
Championship trophy had eluded them until the night of
May 7th when a 1-1 draw at Doncaster clinched the Third
Division (North) championship. Led by the prodigal son of
Prenton Park, Tom ‘Pongo’ Waring, the title went to the wire.

On the Rebound!
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Indeed had they lost at Doncaster the championship would

"have gone to the Belle Vue outfit. The all-important goal was

scored by Ronnie Dellow, but much of the credit for
assembling a such good team had to go to
Secretary/manager jim Knowles. Birkenhead celebrated like
never before with Hamilton Square packed to see the team
with the trophy on the balcony of the Town Hall.

* April 30th 1958. Another defining moment in Rovers
history as the team clinched o place in the newly formed
Third Division thanks to a 2-1 victory over Wrexham in front
of the largest audience for a League match at Prenton Park,
18,615. Having pottered around the Third Division (North)
following their immediate relegation from Division Two at
the end of 1938-39 season, Tranmere’s eleventh place finish
was good enough to avoid being placed in the newly
constituted Fourth Division. This success was to prove the
highlight of Peter Farrell's tenure as Player/manager.

* February 21st 1968. One of the greatest nights in our long
history. Even after being held to a 1-1draw at Highfield Road,
no doubt Coventry City still fancied their chances at Prenton
Park in a 4th round FA. Cup replay but magnificent Rovers
had other ideas! Despite the loss of Johnny King through
injury, George Hudson, a former Coventry player, scored
along with his striking partner George Yardley in front of
almost 21000 fans. Heralded in the national papers, victory
ensured a money spinning 5th round tie at Everton- the first
time Rovers had reached such giddy heights in the
competition.

* October 2nd 1973. When the score came across the TV
screen many Football fans will have assumed it was a
misprint; little Tranmere Rovers couldn’t possibly have
beaten mighty Arsenal in their own back yard, could they? It
was no mistake; beat Arsenal they did and the following
morning images of celebrating Rovers players adorned all
the front and back pages of every National newspaper. If ever
one game put us in the spotlight it was this result. Still able to
field the nucleus of their title winning side from two years
earlier with the addition of Alan Ball, Arsenal were
formidable opponents and yet a single goal from Eddie
Loyden tamed them on the night. It was the greatest triumph
of Ron Yeats’ managerial career.
Continued on Pages 18&19...




COMMITTED TO QUALITY

=

STANDARD AND EXECUTIVE COACHES
IN VARIOUS SIZES FROM 18-73 SEATS
Facilities can include:

& WC/Washroom. @ Air Conditioning

@ Video, Stereo @ Servery/Fridge
@ Mobile Phone & PA System
@ Hot/cold catering service ® Steward/ess Service
We pride ourseives on the diversity of services we provide for
the group organiser. In addition to private charter, we undertake
educational and corporate outings and visits, specialist
entertainment travel, days out, and have a Tour Planning
Service dedicated to your package travel requirements.
Tel: 01928 564515 EMail: sales@selwyns.co.uk
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www/selwyns.co.uk
Offices in Runcormn and Manchester
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Wayne Alison v
ity Onuora

1999-2000 Nationwide Football League Statistics Only

First Division frontmen don't get much burlier than Wayne Alfison and
Iffy Onuora — and the brawny pair go head-to-head in today's all-important
clash at Prenton Park.

Allison, whose stats here include the games he p for Huddersfield
Town at the start of the season, has been an incredibly astute signing,
scoring eight leag::hiou!s already from his 29 efforts on or off target,
producing a very y 28 per cent strike rote. And more than haif of his
efforts have hit tested the goalkeeper which represents a terrific effort

It's been a bit more of o e for Glasgow-born Onuora — and indeed
for Swindon as a whole, languishing at the foot of the table and knocked out
of the FA Cup at Chariton earlier this month. He has had no lack of shots but
just 13 per cent of them have hit the back of the net, indicative of Town’s
ack of forward thrust. Five league goals from home tell its own sorry story.

With both men being the target for plenty of long balls, it’s hardi,
surprising that their pass competition rates are around the 50 per cent mork
There will be plenty of flick-ons which do not find o teom-mate so a low pass
competition percentage is only to be expected.

But they have both been composed figures when running with the ball
Allison completing four out of five dribbles and Onuora at 64 per cent. His
tackling has also been excellent, with 73 per cent of his challenges retrieving
possession fortheRobins. -

Allison has clearly benefited from having two strike partners in Ned
Kelly and Andy Parkinson, while Onuora is currently having to make do with
40-year-old player—boss‘;hnm?v Quinn with Guiliano Grazioli a long-term

injury victim. But it would be foolish for Rovers fans to underestimate the
threot of the big man.
Allison Onuora
Minutes on Pitch 1364 1576
Godal Attempts
GShatsoaIs T (inc gogls) 186 %
on nc J 1
Shmuﬁ'rgrg?t 13 15
Blocked Shots 7 4
Shooting Accuracy % 55% 50%
Goals-to-Shots Ratio % 28% 13%
Goal Assists 1 2
Total Passes 552 451
Pass Completion % 51% 56%
Crossing
Total Crosses 8 4
Cross Completion % 25% 0%
Dribbling
Dribbles & Runs 15 36
Dribble Completion % 80% 64%
; m 15
73%
Blocks 1
1
Nl
3
e
e
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i1} THE SCENES

Dreamiand

“Would you like to come and
coach the U10’s at Tranmere Rover’s”
these are the words | longed to hear,
althoudgh my wife (who actually
pushed me into coaching once |
retired from playing) painfully regrets
Warwick making the phone call
which changed our lives completely.

Now each day instead of “What
would you like for breakfast darling”.
I am met with the words “Where are
you going today? oh! don’t tell me
Tranmere Rovers”.

So true to form every minute |
have off from my full time job, | give
to the club | so dearly love. | have a
whole host of jobs that | can do, coach
the children, keep up with the ever
increasing administration, train with
the YTS, catch up on club gossip and
at times find a place on the “Parry”
treatment table.

On a recent visit there Alan
Morgan (whom my daughter adores)
was receiving treatment to a dead leg
he received in a recent game. It gave
me great delight listening to his
expletives once Les started the “hand
on” treatment. Unfortunately Alan
had the last laugh, as Les started to
work on my thigh strain, the louder |
screamed the louder he laughed.

Whilst on the matter of training
with the YTS both myself and John
Mac had been shown a sit up routine
by Danny Coyne with the use of a
medicine {:all. Basically during the sit
up | was to catch this heavy ball at a
given moment, but John threw it at
the wrong time and it hit me full in the
face causing uproar amongst all the
lads and sparking me straight out,
what a great fellow.

Warwick is one of the most
respected men in his field, and | feel it
is an honour to work for this hard
workin gentleman  whose
knowledge is so vast, and his tales of
times gone by are legendary around
Tranmere Rovers. One evening
recently Warwick kept approx 15 of
us amused for hours with his stories

past and present and not alwazs
soccer related, the jaw and belly ache
from laughing were only interrupted
by visits to the bar.

Of all the great double act’s
“Rimmer and Taylor” must rank
among the best. Ronnie, who works
hard on the scouting for the youthisa
very funny man himself, his humour
lies in a no punches pulled approach
to many situations. It is hilarious to
see Warwick and Ronnie start on
their “banter” with each other, m
Mungy and John McMahon step back
and cry with laughter. Ronnie quite

often phones me after 11pm to_

discuss “matters arising”, and he is
given a “don’t we ever get any peace
in this house” from my beloved, but
those who know Ronnie know that he
can charm anybody with that scouse
tone and wit, and unfortunately for
me it usually costs me money, “he’s
told me he is going to buy you a new
frock” is his favourite line, thanks
Ron.

With the change of staff within
the school of excellence |1 was
promoted to the position of technical
director for U9's-U12's, this meant
working hand in glove with an old
friend (who used to coach me!), Mr
Tranmere Rovers, Steve Mungall.

“Braveheart” is a very caring and
dedicated man with a wicked sense of
humour, which | can vouch for after a
recent trip to Scotland with him (I can
hear him laughing now).

Recently the club offered me a
rurt time contract, | was to say the
east overjoyed and ecstatic (as was
my son, “Do you know Aldo?, does he
speak to you?” he said) not only did
this tie me to the club but it thrust me
into “dreamland”, | was eligible for
the staff football team!.

There | was on a hot and blazin
Sunday afternoon at Ingleboroug
lining up with Nixon-Rimmer-
Philpotts-Mungall-Mathias-Sheedy-
Parry-McMahon and finally the

Giyn Salmon

“gaffer” Mr John Aldridge. | could
barely hold my water never mind rlay
football with all these stars, it will be
a day | will remember for the rest of
my life, Oh! we did win 5-4 and the

boss scored twice.

All the people mentioned in this
article have a terrific sense of humour
and this is mirrored by man
throughout the club. | thank you all,
and | know that with our manager
and chairman the ship is being
steered to a safe port.

By the way my dear wife is a very
warm and caring person and | love
her with all my heart, unfortunately
both her and her mother are from the

clan “dragon” family.

| do hope you enjoyed this brief
insight into a few individuals and
myself. | wish you all good heglth and
happiness.

PRINT « DESIGN « REPRO

P

Printers of the
Award Winning
TRFC Programme

A~

2 Lipton Close
Brasenose Road Industrial Park
Liverpool L20 SPU
Tel: 0151-922 5999
Fax: 0151-922 4448
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...we'd like to introduce yo
to the pick of the bunch.

Wirral

Somewhere central, with excellent |
communications, modern premises and
solid business suppert deserves a look.
A place in the northwest of England,
surrounded by a motorway network, with
two airports a realistic 40 minutes away
and a mainline railway you can get to
faster than the time it takes to check
your briefcase. A place with serviced and
waterfront sites, modern premises - and
as you will discover everything your
business needs is in place.

Find out more about Wirral as your
business location, by contacting:

Btton House, Tower Road,
Birkenhead, Wirral CH41 1FN,
United Kingdom.

Tel: 0151 650 6915
Fax: 0151 650 6967
Int Tel: +44 151 650 6915

Int Fax: +44 151 650 6967
emalk: relocate@wirrald.unet.com
: http://www.actionmm.co.uk/wdirect/
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GARETH ibiai M

FullName: GarethRoberts
Nicknames: Gaz - Welshman.

GROWING UP:

What was the first professional match you ever
went to watch? Liverpool vs Man. Utd.

Which school did you go to?:

Ysgol Dinas Bran Llangollen

What was your best subject, and what “O” Level
/ GCSE Grade did you get®:

Woodwork - | just passed.

What was the name of your first girlfriend and
where did you meet her? (Be honest!)

Alison - we met at Primary School.

Where did you buy your first alcoholic drink, and

how old were you at the time?
In my local pub, when | was 14,

What was the first medal you ever won playing
football, and did any others in the team also
become professional players?

Corwen School v Gwyddelwern School Under-
11s Winners. No-one else made the grade.
Growing up, my football idols were:

Kenny Dalglish.

Back then, | supported: Liverpool.

Favourite childhood football memory?

Scoring goals - | don't score many?

When you were younger, what other positions
didyou playin? Central Midfield & Centre
Forward

What other sports did you play, and were you
any good atthem? Cricket, Tennis and Rugby - |
was minging at all of them!

TALKING FOOTBALL:

In a 4-4-2 formation, compile the best possible
team from all the players you've ever played
against: Mark Crossley ; Hill, Nesta, Neil
Ruddock, Sinisa Mihajlovic ; Attilio Lombardo,
Paolo Di canio, joe Cole, Pavel Nedved ; Salas,
Christian Vieri.

What's been the biggest mentinthe
game while you've been playing footbail’: Dave
Challinor’s long throw.

The best football advice anyone ever gave me:
‘Always look after number onef’.

The worst football advice anyone ever gave me:
~ ‘Listento everyone’s opinion’.
My football fantasyis to: Play at the Millennium

. Onewordthat describesmy payingstye

" Mybesthiendsinfootbollore.
- Therearenomatesinfootball.

My TRFC room-mate on away trips is:

Alan Morgan.

..and hisworst habit is:

There are too many to mention!

My pre-match meclis: Bacon, Egg and Toast
(when we play at home - so Les can’t seef).
What do you do differently to everyone else
when you prepare for amatch (ie, any
superstitions, etc?): | put my left sock, left shin
pad and left boot on first. | wear Liverpool tie-
ups.

The highlight of my career so far has been:
Playing against Lazio in the European Cup
Winners' Cup Quarter Finals last season.

My most embarassing moment in football has
been: Kicking the corner flag when taking a
comer.

LIFESTYLE:
My favourite piece of clothing is:

My Welsh Shirt.

When | was 18, | had a crush on:

Catherine Zeta-jones.

I can only really reiax when: Pm in a pub!
When it comes to real food, | love: KFC

| stay at home to watch: Dream Team.

My favourite film/video is: Blade.

My favourite CD is by: Stereophonics.

My favourite movie actressis: Julia Roberts.
My first car was a: Metro.

At home, when was the last time you:

a) Cooked ameal Never.

b) Ironed a shirt? Never.

c) Didthe shopping?  Never.

P'd give a year's salary to meet: No-one.

If 1 could spend a day with any historical figure, it
would be: John Charles.

I spend money foolishly on: Beer.
If1could change one thing about
myself, twouldbe: Tobea
little bit taller.

iflhad to pay to watch any
other sportsman, it would
be: Michael Schumacher.
If Iwasn'tin football, I'd v '
probably be: 2 o
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November 10th 1982. After trying to secure the
clubs’ long term future by inviting Birkenhead born millionaire and
American businessman Billy McAtteer to become President, Gerry
Gould and the directors admitted defeat announcing the deal was off
for legal reasons and the club would close in two weeks. Said Mr
Gould, “We're flogging o dead horse!” Other than those close to the
club, nobody had suspected Tranmere to be in such mortal danger.

News of the club’ potential demise spread like wildfire through the.

town and the national news network. Within hours fans had formed a
fighting fund to help pay wages and as donations poured in so some
breathing space was bought with the bank. Horrified that a fellow club
should face extinction, clubs such as Wolves, Manchester United,
Liverpool and Everton offered money-spinning friendlies which helpsd
save the day. From the ashes emerged a new, more democratically run
club, with a supporters representative on the board and a £200,000
loan from the local Council. Had the fans failed the club at that time
there is no doubt Tranmere

Rovers would have gone the

way of Accrington Stanley

into oblivion. :

* March 21st 1987. A true
defining moment in our
history as Peter Johnson and
his then friend Frank Corfe
walked through the doors of
Prenton Park to complete
the take over from American
Lawyer Bruce Osterman,
courtesy of the
Administrator appointed to
stop the club trading
insolvently. Persuaded to
become involved by
Secretary Norman Wilson,
remaining local director
George Higham, and
supporter Dave Patterson,
Peter Johnson revealed a
thirty-year-old soft spot for
the club and eventually
decided to make a go of it
providing Corfe joined him.

m L N N N N

* May 8th 1987. The
revolution nearly
failed befare it had 2‘3
even got underway &
as Rovers, starved of &
funds and relyingon =~ =
a handful of = =T
journeymen and non
contract players,
found themselves
within one match of ;
relegation to the |
Vauxhall
Conference, six
games into John
Kings return to the helm. It was a case of all or nothing as Rovers
went into the final match against Exeter City at Prenton Park
needing victory. Inspired by a then capacity crowd, a moment of
brilliance from lan Muir made the vital goal for fullback Gary Williams
to head home with 13 minutes left. We've never looked back since...

* April 16th /17th 1988. The press may not have thought much of the
Football Leagues’ 100th birthday celebrations at Wembley, but even
they had to admit without Rovers at the Twin Towers for the first time
the whole event would have flopped. From the time we ousted Cup
finalists Wimbledon 1-0 courtesy of Dave Martindales’s goal in the
opening game, to the moment lan Muir saw his penalty saved during
the semi- final shoot out with Nottingham Forest, Rovers and our band
of ecstatic fons, were the life and soul of the porty in the half empty
stadium. In between, mighty Newcastle including a fledgling Gazza,
was vanquished 2-0 with goals from John Morrissey and lan Muir.
Suddenly, players believed in their own ability; if they could beat the
best at Wembley then they could beat anyone in their own division.
For us the Mercantile Credit Festival was a watershed in our histary.




* May 20th 1990. Victory over
third division champions Bristol Rovers in the
final of the Leyland DAF Cup in front of 48,000
at Wembley brought Rovers first major trophy
in 52 years. Goals from lan Muir and Jim Steel
cancelled out the Pirates response via Devon
White to sent Birkenhead into raptures as the
team toured the town on an open topped bus.
The Football world was beginning to take
Rovers, and Peter johnsons’ involvement, seriously.

* june 1st 1991. A true Millennium moment

in Tranmere Rovers history. Beaten the

previous week at Wembley attempting to s (TP
defend their Leyland DAF Cup, the team - m a
returned to face Boiton Wanderers for the (&% Pf:n“;f"‘mus
biggest prize of all- promotion to the then S

2o VORE Finay, ,{‘33
Second Division. The record books state “""h«-::-, ZL

Chris Malkin scored the all-important goal ~ ™mmemm..
in extra time but that bare fact sells short % 7rss = ™ i

the achievement and the effort from
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every corner of
the club to |,
make it
happen. As the
fans chanted
“we are going
up, say we are
going up” the
realisation
dawned that
after decades
of failure we were finally back in the big time, with most of the credit
going to two men, John King and Peter johnson.

* February 27th 1994. An emotional rollercoaster of a day that few
Tranmere fans will ever forget. Though you never know in this game,
that was as close as we might ever get to real glory. Who knows where
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victory and an
appearance in
the Coca-Cola
Cup final
against j
Manchester
United and
maybe even
European
football would
have led? Had we
won at Villa I firmly believe we would have gone on to be promoted
and P] would never have left for Everton. As it was the
disappointment was hardly bearable for both players and fans and |
believe neither party has
ever fully recovered from §
that blow. If only Bosnich -
who many argue shouldn’t

anyway- had failed to stop
Liam O'Brien’s spot kick our
history, and future, would
have been so different, #H &
which makes it THE defining -

Tranmere Rovers moment |
of the last millennium.

Finally, we could not let some of those wonderful moments that have
made us laugh pass without mention. Remember old Charlie Lindsay
and his walking stick thrashing of the Bournemouth keeper in 19792 Or
what about Gerry Casey getting sent off on his debut at Torquay for
knocking out John Bond (and who could blame him for that!), likewise
Eddie Bishop on and off again at Bury inside a few minutes after
thumping Ronnie Mauge. And who can forget Richie Tierney's choice
of music (The Electric Light Orchestra) on the night Swindon retumed
to Prenton Park after the infamous failed lights debadle?

All moments that make this club special.
Here’s to the new Millennium!
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ames, but the Canaries are trilled by Iwan Roberts’ late winner

.\-‘r‘.\\g‘ :
Matt Jackson takes eV
ctionas, following a pinbal

e Norwich area,

- Middle: No way through! Parky’s dash
 ishalted by Gity defender Daryl Sutch.
Bottom: Seconds out, Round Five! jones
the cruiserweight is stopped by

Norwich ‘keeper "Andy Marshall - who
actually held on to something fora
change - before Gary can land one on
chief nark lwan Roberts.




Days of strife at the County Ground as Swindon
THE e

Introduction

This afternoon’s visitors are crisis club Swindon Town who, with reported losses of
£25,000 a week, are at serious risk of going out of business if they cannot attract new
investment to the club. Crowds are now down to around the 6,000 mark which is
increosing the finandial pressure and the Chairman Cliff Purffett recently issued a pleain
the local press for Swindon'’s lost supporters to return to the dub in their hour of need,
and also more notably questioned where the 30,000 supporters who celebrated
promotion to the Premier Leaguein 1993 had disappecred to.

Against this background boss fimmy Quinn is struggling to keep the dubin the
First Division. The Robins have cashed in on George Ndah by selling him to
Wolves for £1m to help placate the bank manager, and the wage bill has been
further reduced by allowing Mark Walters to leave on a free transfer to

Bristol Rovers. New recruits obviously have to come from the free transfer o

loan market and Quinn has added Andy Williams (Southampton), and
currently has midfielder Michael Carrick on loan from West Ham. Whether or
not he plays today depends on Quinn getting an extension to his stay at the
County Ground.

-As well as the financial pressures he faces, Quinn is also under pressure
from some of the Swindon Town support. Many believe thet little has
changed since he took over from Steve McMahon, and point to the fact that
the club were sixth from bottom when he was appointed and are now
propping up the division. Whether or not a new manager would be able pull
rabbits from hats in Swindon's current plight is open to question.

Swindon arrive at Prenton Park this afternoon with one of the worst
away records in the division. They have won only once, at Crystal Palace,
and managed only five goals on their travels so for. However recent

drows at Wolves and

Birmingham show
¢ what they are capable
of and Rovers will have
to be on their mettle to
ensure a three point return.

8 Recent Form

With the result of the Boxing Day e
fixture at home to Portsmouth unknown
as this artidle went to press, Swindon will
arrive here this afternoon having either
just ended a run of nine games without |
win OR still searching for their first win
since the end of October, when they beat
Port Vale 2-1at the County Ground. Following §
that victory they failed to score in their next three §
outings lasing away at Bolton (0-2) and Huddersfield (0-4)
before a 0-0 draw at home to Norwich. The goal drought
was broken' at Molineux when Iffy Onoura scoredina 11 §
draw, but they could not build on this result and three days
later lost 2-1at home to Chariton. A trip to Birmingham
brought another point, Onoura on target again in the 1-1
draw but the following week two further home points §
were dropped against Walsall in another 1-1 stalemate.
The FA Cup did not provide any respite, Charlton
knocking the Robins out at The Valley in Round &
| Three with another 2-1 victory. In their last outing §58 AR _
before the holiday programme they visited Maine il '
Road and were on the end of 3-0 defeat, although reports suggested the scoreline flattered Gity.

E KNOTT Main Pic: Last season’s leading scorer iffy Onoura needs to find his shooting boots again.
Above: Midfielder Bobby Howe came to the County Ground via Forest & Ipswich (loan).




enter the twenty-ﬁrst century holding up the First Division

The Squad

It is difficult to predict which of Swindon's three senior keepers will be selected for this
afternoons match. Aussie Frank Talia was recalled for the recent trip to Maine Road but made two
errors which gave City goals and his position could be under threat. Talia who joined the dub in

| 1992 from Blackburn had replaced home grown youngster Steve Mildenhall who had played in the
| previous two matches. Earlier in the season fimmy Glass, Carlisle’s last day saviour last term, was
given a run but an error in the defeat at Bolton saw him dropped to the bench for the next game
and he has since submitted a transfer request.
When selecting his defence the Swindon boss can call on some experienced
campasgners. Alan Reeves has seen top flight action with Wimbledon while Gareth Hall, a
otional, hos played in the Premier League for beth Chelsea and Sunderland.
was the club’s record signing at £600,000 when he joined from
pafonnerms:nce.Gareﬁ!Dm' P

d season as a professional, and i isan establi 3
squad. Recent signing from Southampton Andy
vessatﬁly He can fill either of the full bﬂcksints

started. Adam
: - Wiliis has made a handful of starts this term
seen most of hisfootball as a substitute.

g Midfielders Scott Leitch, Lee Collins and Bobby

. Howe were all brought to the club by Steve McMahon. Leitch,
the club captain, and Collins were recruited from north of the

- border, from Hearts
and Albion Rovers
respectwely while

intro highly rated
youngster
Michael Carrick
‘will participate
this afternoon if
HYaE iy
Redknapp is
prepared to
extend his
loan spell.

He had
scored
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~ Walsall..........7,186

Bolton ... 6,711
Blackbum.......7,354 West Brom....6,565

Charlton........6,515
24

IpSWiCh sovrenesens 6,195
PortVale......5,703
SheffUtd ........5,504
Stockport.......5,318

m TOWN Right: The exciting former Wembley striker Giuliano Grazioli, out injured for some time now,
followed another former Peterborough striker - his manager - to the County Ground.

Christmas. Ty Gooden is now the club’s longest serving
player having been signed by John Gorman in &
1993 from Wycombe. James Hulbert who
started the seasonin the first teambut o
lost his place has beena _
regular on the bench recently.
Other midfielders on the
books include Phillippe Cuervo 2
who has been on the injured list - &~
for the past fourteen months
with a broken ankle, and first
year pro Frazer McHugh.

Up front Swindon have
struggled to find the back of the net
so far this term, and they have not
been helped by the loss to injury of
summer signing Giuiliano Grazioli who
started the season with two goals in his first five
games. In Grazioli's absence Quinn has selected various &
combinations (including himself recently) as he searches i
for a winning formula, the latest pairing at Maine Road
being Scot Chris Hay who joined the club from Celtic a
couple of years ago and twenty year old Charlie Griffin who
made his first start of the season. Griffin scored on his full
debut last term after being picked up from non-league
Chippenham Town in January with a formidable scoring
record, but he has been introduced to life in the first division
slowly. Top scorer is Iffy Onoura a £100,000 buy from
Gillingham in 1998, with just four goals. Last term he struck |
twenty and Swindon desperately need him to recapture
that sort of form. Steve Cowe is yet to make his mark at
the club since arriving from Aston Villa in 1996 but he did
enjoy a successful loan spell at Conference club Hereford
last season. g

the Gaffer

When Jimmy Quinn was appointed to succeed Steve McMahon at the
County Ground last autumn it was a case of returning to his footballing
roots, having cut his teeth as a pro at Swindon in the early eighties. He spent
three seasons with the club before the first of many transfers took him to
Blackburn Rovers in 1984. Whilst at Ewood Park he won
the first of 48 caps for Northern Ireland. In 1986
Swindon spent £50,000 to bring him back to
Wiltshire, and forty three goals in eighty two starts
grabbed Leicester's attention. Unfortunately his
time at Leicester was not a success and after only &
nine months at the dub moved on to Bradford. Nine
months later and he wos on the move again this
time joining West Ham were he spent a season &
and a half scoring 22 goals. His next port of call
was Bournemouth and the goals kepton -
coming, 24 in 54 matches, but after justa

season he was transferred to Reading.
At Elm Park he finally put down some .
roots, staying with the club for five
years. In that time he took his first

steps into management when he
was appointed joint-manager

alongside Mick Gooding in the /,
94/95 season. Whilst in charge,
Reading narrowly misse
promotion to the Premiership
losing the *95 Play Off Final to
Bolton. After a poor 96/97
campaign Quinn resigned and joined up
with Barry Fry at Peterborough. He was
assistant manager at Posh when Swindon

came calling.




THE AWAY gIZ:ly

Swindon in the 90s

Like our last visitors Norwich the past ten years have provided
Swindon fans with more than their fair share of highs and lows both on
ond off the pitch. The decade started with Ossie Ardiles in charge of the
Wiltshire outfit having been the surprise choice to succeed Lou Macari.
The season was progressinﬂ well when reports of a betting scandal
surfaced which implicated the former manager. Further allegations of
improper payments also came under investigation by the FA Foothall
League and Inland Revenue, but despite this backdroE the teom
maintained a strong push for promotion to the top flight. They
eventually qualified for the play-offs, winning the Wembley final ogainst
Sunderland 1-0, Alan McLoughlin scoring the winner. Ten days later the
League demoted the club to Division Three, with Rovers one of the
beneficiaries being promoted to Division Two. On aoppeal the sentence
was reduced and Swindon remained in Division Two, but the whole
episode left a nasty taste especially as the League allowed 72,000 people
to spend hord earned cash on o meaningless Wembley final. The
traumatic summer of 1990 was plainly demotivating and in 90/91 the
team came perilously close to relegation finishing only two points dear
of the drop zone. Ardiles, who had seen players sold to reduce debts, left
towards the end of the season and Glenn Hoddle was given the task of
restoring confidence to the club.

The new player manager turned things cround almost
immediately and Swindon were up with the front runners by the autumn.
Hoddle’s presence in midfield was a significant factor but while he was
out with a Jong term injury the club lost ground on the leaders, and when
finances forced the sale of striker Duncan Shearer their chances of a play
off place left with him. Despite just missing out on the play-offs in 1992
optimism about another promotion challenge in 92/93 was guarded.
However the dub made a bright start and a play-off place was always
likely and duly achieved. In the semi final The Robins came up against
Rovers, and emerged with a 5-4 oggregate victory to take them to
Wembley. The gloss was somewhat removed as speculation grew
surrounding Hoddles future ot the club and within :irys of their 4-3
victory over Leicester the manager had departed for Chelsea. Assistant
manager john Gorman was appointed inem place and left to plan the
club's torthcoming Premiership compaign.

All that can be said for the dlub's single season of Premier League
footballis “better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all”.
The team lost their opening four matches and never managed to escape
from bottom position in the league table for even one week. It took them
sixteen games before they recorded their first win, at home against QPR
who were also the victims of their only away win. The defence conceded
100 goals but to their credit they kept to their principles and were always
entertaining. 1994/95 saw Swindon relegated for a second successive
season. They started reasonably and by mid October looked as if they
would be challenging for the play-offs, however from then on
form nose dived and fourteen games without a win sent them spi
down the table. john Gorman paid the inevitable price to be replaced by
Steve McMahon, who could not arrest the club’s dedini Ieagu&fom
He actually manoged to alienate himself from the S\mqmon ithful by
selling jan Aage F}ortmfor a club record £13m) who nted the
club's best chance of avoiding the drop. Surprisingly given results,
Swindon mamedﬁwesamp%nﬂlsafﬁw league cup where they were
beaten by Bolton 4-3 on -

In his first full season in charge McMahon put the dub back on the
rails, winning the Division Two jonship with nine points to spore.
They were only briefly unseated at the top of the table twice and also
enjoyed a run to the fifth round of the FA Cup where they lost in a replay
to Southampton. Top scorer at the County Ground in 95/96 wos @
certain Wayne Allison who hit twenty. Back in the First Division Swindon
experienced an up and down season in 96/97, which by March looked as
ifetmyendm’thnp!aycﬁp!acaHm%ht_ in the last

eleven matches saw the team finish nine ; were also the
victims of a giant-kill by S mﬂwF.A.Cup‘The?uﬂowwg' season
wasinconsistent to say the least for the Robins, and unrest wos rife ot the
club, after finishing just one place better off than the previous season. It
wass only due to the players’ persuasive that saw McMahon stay
in charge, but then last season Swindon began so badly that Steve
McMuhonle&ﬁ:eComﬁyGrmn\dhOdnhamberephadﬂlhmy
Quinn, and a finish in seventeenth place was eventually achi

Back Passing

" League Landmarks

First Meeting..........ccevcomereeererreererecneenee. 18 October 1958 (A) 2-1
s 2= 1996-97
.......0-01998-99

Last Home Defeat.....
Biggest Home Victory .

e 30 1974-75 & 97-98

e 3-2 1998 -99
-.1-41978-79

Biggest Away Victory ...
Heaviest Away Defeat

Friday 25th September 1998 Rovers 0 Swindon 0

E‘uhn Aldridge was so upset after failing to beat Swindon he refused to
talk to the press. Rovers struggled to create anything but the foct they got
a point was largely down to john Achterberg who pulled off several saves.
Allin all a game to forget for the 5,501 crowd.

Tranmere: Achterberg, Allen, Hill, McGreal, Challinor, krons, Koumnas,
Santos, Parkinson (Morrisey), O'Brien (G Jones), L Jones (Mahon)

Swindon: Tolic, Robinson, Willis, Davis, Reeves, Borrows, Walters,
Ndah, Cuervo (Cowe) Bullock, Gooden.

Despite the miles between us there are still plenty of connections.
Given our success with lan Muir, you wonder if Swindon. who had Muiry
briefly, ever considered where they went wrong.

Ex-Rovers boss Bryan Hamilton had a spell coaching ot the Cou
Ground as did Ken Beamish who was actually Manager for a short period.

In the 1970's john Kelly and Gary Williams were two Scousers to earn
the respect of Wiltshire folk. likewise winger Steve Peplow. Coalie Scott
Endersby is another from further back, full back Stewie Williamson - who
settled in the town - Pat Jackson, Abe Rosenthal, Alf Day and Arthur Briggs
were other names to switch between Prenton Park and the County
Ground.

Another connection is that ex-Swindon boss Steve McMahon and
Rovers Youth Coach john McMahon share the same fatherl...And of
course Wayne Allison, who is the most recent player to have represented
both teams, let’s hope he gets one against his old dub today.

“Side Issues

Qver the past few years it would be fair to say Swindon have enjoyed
a few ‘lucky’ breaks against us. In the 1992-93 Play Off semi-finals, John
Aldridge had a good goal wiped out at the County Ground leaving us with
a mountain to climb after a Steve Vickers howler. Then losing to a John
Aldridge double (2-1 up) in 1992 the lights went out and the game was
abandoned. When it was finally replayed Rovers said goodbye to the three
points! Given recent events you wonder if the far Eastern betting
syndicates were at work even then.

~ Visitors Club Record

Most Capped Player...______ . _Rod Thomas (Wales) 30

P




LEAGUE
(Black, Williams)

Preston NE (A)
Huddersfield T. (A)
Port Vale (H)
Stoke Gity (H)
Oldham Ath (A) 2-1

Preston NE (H) 11 (Parkinson, Nogan)
Bumley (A) 11 (Taylor)

Wolves (H) 1-0 (Kelly)

Grimsby Town(A)  2-1 (Taylor, Koumas)
WBA(A) 2-0

20
0-2
0-3

4-0 (Black Parkinson, L Jones, Motias)

Tues 16 Nov
Wed 15 Dec

2000

Wed 19an
Wed 26 jan
Wed 2 Feb
Wed 23 Feb
Mon 28 Feb
Wed 15 Mar
Wed 29 Mar
Wed 12 April
Mon 17 April
Wed 26 April

Oldham Ath (H) -
Port Vale (A) -
HuddersfieldT.(H) -
Man. CGity (H) -
Stoke City (A) -
WBA (H) .
BirminghamC.(A) -

Grimsby Town(H) -

Man. Gity (A) -
BirminghamC.(H) -

T.BA.
Wed 1Dec

MORNING, NOON AND NIGHT
LIVERPOOL'| |

. ;
The best-selling newspaper on Me ;

UNBEATABLE COVERAG
TRANMERE ROVER

West Brom Reserves 2, Rovers Reserves 0
This was a disappointing result for Rovers second string who had been going

so well in recent Pontins Cup and League motches.

Their fate was finally seeled by an injury time . Ahead of that the visitors
aeated numerous nities but could not find the finish to gain any reward.

Apart from the keeper Eric Nixon, Graham Allen, Steve Frail and Jasen
Koumas it was very much an inexperienced Tranmere line-up.

Tranmere could well have grabbed an early lead but lan Sharps saw an effort
tipped over the bar by keeper éﬂ"s Adamson.

Further neat approach work went unrewarded and it was Albion who broke
the deadlock o minute before half-time with Max Lezzi beating Nixon with an
angled shot from fifteen yards.

More cpportunities were frittered away by Rovers in the second period and
they literally paid the pengity in time odded on. Richard Hinds was judged to hove
brought down Fabian de Freitas inside the box. The referee pointed to the spot
and it was de Freitos himself who made no mistake with the shot at goal.

Rovers Reserves: Nixon, Baker, Hoimes, Hinds, Allen, Frail, Hume (Dreves 81),
Aldridge, Sharps, Keumas, Gibson. Subs: Walsham, Ralph, Thomton, Farren.

Jonuary games so far are at home to Oldham on the 19th and ot Port Vale on
the 26th.

PRESS RELEASE
Please note the following fixture change:

PONTINS LEAGUE CUP

Tranmere Rovers v Bury
THURSDAY 23RD DECEMBER 1999. K.O. 2.00PM

This match will now be played at Runcorn FC
Admission for this game will be free

SERVING THE
FULL RANGE OF

TRADITIONAL
BITTER,
DARK MILD &
FORMIDABLE ALE

IMPORTED FAXE PREMIUM
LAGER ON DRAUGHT.

A WIDE CHOICE OF GUESI
BEERS AND SPECIATITY

=) -
.(/?()/){’J‘f 6(!{/’ BEERS IN BOTILE

Ale HHowuse

—— A p—
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TRANMERE ROVERS [GilEg7 Gl 6
ENGLAND

Youth Aliance Fixtures
13 December - 18 December 1999
All Kick Off times 11:00 unless stated

Saunthorpe United v Scarbor 2:00)
North Centrol Conference ki
Sheffield United v Port Ve (12:00)
North West Conference

Tranmere Rovers v Corlisle United (12:00)
South Central Conference

Notts County v Cambridge United (12:00)

Soturday 18 December 1999
North East Conference

Conference
Luton Town v Wolverhampton Waonderers

WARWICK RIMMER B0 TN

Walsallv Nor’durAm Town

TIW won v Shrewsbury Town
South West Conference
Swindon Town v Terguay United

Youth Alfiance Results
10 December - 11 December 1999

Friday 10 December 1999

North Central Conference
Sheffiesd United 1v 1 Chester Gity
Wrexham 2 v 2 Rotherham United
North West Conference

Preston North End 1v 1 Wigan Athletic

Saturday 11 December 1999
North East Conference
Brodford Gty 0v2 York Gty
2 v0Hartlepool United
Saunthorpe United 1v 1 Halifax Town
Central Conference

North
Mansfield Town 2 v 0 Chesterfield
North West Conference
Bumnley 0v1Blackpool
Seusth Eost Conference
Bamet4v 3 Brentford
2v4 Southend United

Wycomba Wanderers Ov1Baghton &HA
South Central Conference
Ondord United 2v2 Luton Town
South West Conference

ArqyleOv 1 Cordff Gty
Swansea Gty 3v2 Swindon Town

| ot vetion LT

Last Sundnz Sth December was the last game before the
mid-season brea and because of the weather Ztemnszlﬁnd.'ﬂ\e 1
Oﬂmmtgderlhe oncs otfhe ngwdisstuff {
pmthmcqxﬂe giving in the country agood motch |

md no exception. The U16’s were held to o 1-1 drow and a lot of

ﬁmhﬁns&smawﬂmﬂfmvypﬁdt a joy to watch ond 1

!i'»emdrtwasufcrresa.ﬂththeoﬁ'ser the UlSslost 2-0man
mﬂycmdmﬂey hthave a couple of goals with a fittle |

bﬂmh&kbuhtwamtmbe mdﬁ.l!lcred'ntoomammjuﬁubmﬂ

deserved the result.

The mid-season break runs from Sth December to the 22ad jonuary but
during this time with no games thehovswﬁlslﬁm& woached for
maost of the period so as when they come back they will beon the ball whenthe |
gamesrestart.

| have to mention that the first half of the semson has
there are a faw people whom Ronnie and myself would §i

welland |
2 to thank forall |

their help and support during the season.

Firstly there is Warwick Rimmer who this season has been involved with |

| the U16s for his ear when we need his help, and his advice as always helps us |
| tremendous: . {

Salmon for making things easier for us by looking after the lower :
g?nclyndoaanwdms;d:mdmmbgmwimhmdashedﬁ ?

. threughmﬂthevear A very big thank Jouto all the cooches whodoo |
| tremendous job coaching the kids as well

| cmdddtbemhﬂterhurﬂs.Wemnsttimkaﬂﬂnebaysatthemnﬁtfw ;
| making our jobs so pleasurcble watching them
| done, we have without doubt o

as many other things, the boys |

the waoy they have
bunch of boys with o fot of talent, they |
are a joy to work with. Thank you also to the porents who not think it
but contribute to the success theckﬂ:wﬂultwheb understanding |
things wouldn't run as smecthly as it does.
ﬁdymmﬂwkﬂuemﬁnoﬁhhtdhuhmdmm
the year, it certainly makes the paperwork side of it  lot easier forus.

Wishing everyone o Merry Xmas and the best New Year ever.

e 2 ;LJ_-“,

Your Rovers Station-
Morning, Noon and Night.

95.8 M E]B RADIO MERSEYSIDE
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Sin29Aug Arsendl H 32 Smith, Dunn, Copelend
Weds 1Sept Liverpool A 01

Sun5Sept  Croydon A 01

Sun12Sept Southampton S. H 20 Smith, Anderton

Sun19Sept MilwollLionesses A 11 Dunn

Sun26Sept IpswichT.(LCT)  H 42 Smith (2), Woring, Newman
Sun30ct  Aston Ville H 50 -Smith(2), Gardner, Anderton, Copeland
Sun240ct DoncosterBelles A 14 Copeland

S;n310ct  Bomet(LC2) H 211 Davies, Gardner

Sun7Nov  MillwallLionesses H 50  Smith(3), Anderton, Gardner
Sun4Nov Croydon H 15 Anderton

Sun21Nov Southempton S. A 20  Anderton, Gardner
Sun28Nov Southampton(LC2) A 81 Andarton(3) Preston (2) Smith(2), Garder
SunSDec  Liverpool H 61 Smith (3). Merola, Anderton, Preston
Sun12Dec  Arsend A 18 Smith

Sun19Dec  Reading Rovals A -

Sun9jon  Croydon(WFAC4) A -

SunDjon  Croydon(ICS) A -

Sun30jen DoncosterBelles H -

Sun13Feb  Everton H -

TBA Reading Royals (H), Everton (A), Aston Villa (A).

P W D L F A GD Pts
DoncasterBelles 11 8 1 2 38 10 +28 25
Croydon WFC S 8 1 0 28 5 +23 25
Arsenal 11 8 0 3 50 10 +40 24
TranmereRovers 12 6 1 5 27 23 #4 1
Everton 7! 1 2 31 12 +19 13
Liverpool MM 3 3 4 7 BB 2 D
Southampton 9 2 2 5 7 15 -8 8
Millwall Lionesses 7 1 2 4 6 17 -1 5
ReadingRoyals 10 1 2 7 6 51 -45 5
Aston Villa 10 0 1 9 4 44 40 1

T Al W PR LAt

New Millennium Holds
Tough Matches Ahead

The Girls’ team suffered their heaviest defeat of
not only this season, but overall since entering the
Women'’s Premier League way back in 1995.

On Sunday December 12th Rovers travelled to
Arsenal - a team we had beaten on the first day of
the season 3-2 and lost 1-8, despite a not-too-bad
performance. The difference between the two side
was really the Gunners’ lethal finishing, and from a
team containing class players throughout, six
different players scored for the London club, with
Angela Banks bagging a hat-trick. Tranmere’s
solitary reply was a well taken goal by Sue Smith in
the first half. Jane Foster made several impressive
saves to keep Arsenal’s goal tally down, but couldn’t
prevent the Gunners taking the scoreline to 5-0
within 50 minutes.

Rovers were left to pick up the pieces for our next
trip, to Reading Royals on the 19th. However, the bad
weather forced the postponement of the game in
Berkshire, and left the Ladies with time to take stock
over Christmas and prepare for a tough opening to
the new Millennium.

January will see the Girls make two very tough
trips to Croydon - firstly in the AXA FA Women'’s Cup
Fourth Round on Sunday January 9th, and then
make the journey back to South London to face the
same opponents in AXA Premier League Cup Semi-
Final on Sunday January 23rd.

If Tranmere manage to win that particular tie, a
Final appearance against either Everton or Arsenal
awaits in March (due to be played at Huddersfield’s
McAlpine Stadium, so rumour has it).

Tranmere have lost both our League games to
Croydon this season, 1-5 and 0-1, cmciJ would dearly
love to get one over the in-form team, in either of
these forthcoming meetings.

Rovers then end next month with a home game
against Doncaster Belles on Sunday January 31st
(KO 2.00pm) at Heswall.

The remaining games following this are matches
at home to Everton and Reading Royals, plus away
fixtures at Everton, Aston Villa and Reading Royals.
Dates for these are yet to be confirmed, but will be
printed in forthcoming issues of the programme.

Incidentally talking of programmes, the Girls’ own
“White and Blue” Issue was entered for honours in
the Best Non-League programme category for
1999-2000. If you would like any of the back issues
from previous games, to see for yourself, write to
TONY COOMBES c/o Tranmere Rovers FC,

 enclosing cover price (£1 each) plus alarge SAE.

B coovses |




=#® & Challinor Challenge
h

The Grand Final of the Challinor Challenge will take place on the
pitch before todays game.

Six children under sixteen will attempt to throw the ball as close to
Dave Challinors World Record as possible. Daves record will no doubt
stay intact but some very long throws will be achieved judging by the
distances achieved at the preliminary stages.

Five children qualified form each heat and Rover the Dog will
choose the sixth competitor from each age group from todays crowd
so keep your eyes open for Rover.

The competition will commence at 2.00pm. So good luck to all
concerned.

The finalists are as follows:
Under 17’s
Danny Holmes

St Michaels And All Saints

Steven Corris Devonshire Park
Mark Murray Broadgreen C/P
Thomas Brookes Greenleas
Brenton Blakeborough Devonshire Park
Under 16’s

Matthew Dabbs Wirral Grammer
Philip Dabbs Wirral grammer
Toni Harrold Oldershaw
Laura Barnes-Ellis Neston

Kyle Robinson Rock Ferry

Our Special Guests
Wirral Schoolteachers

On September 18th we were fortunate to be given the
opportunity to use the main sponsors lounge to invite some very
special guests on behalf of Football In The Community.

Having invited thousands of schoolchildren to games over the

ars we thought it would be a nice gesture to welcome to Prenton

ark some of the people who have given us tremendous backing and
help in making our scheme a success.

Twenty two local headteachers and schoolteachers attended the

ame as our guests and thoroughly enjoyed the whole afternoon
g:lpnrt from tﬁe result). The hospitality was superb and our guess
certainly used it to the full - inciudping the bar!

Although most of our work is don
this would be possible
without the backing and
support of teachers
throughout Wirral. | would
like to tcé::e : 'ch‘:i;l
opportunity to thank ea
and everylf::yne of them for
their continued support
over the last eleven years.

e with school children none of

T =

Indoor Tots
Coaching Course

Footbdll In The Community
have organised an Indoor
Tots Soccer School to be held
at the Woodchurch Barn. The
course is for five to eight year
olds and runs over four
consecutive Wednesday
evenings between 4.00pm
- 5.00pm. Starting on

January 12th. The course fee
is £8.00 and further details
and application forms can be
obtained by phoning Louise
Edwards on 608 2354.

AgrlD
FENCING

QOuality Assured.
Technology Ledders.
All Works 1o BS Staridards.
Marnufdaciurers.
Unbeatable for
Quality Service & Value.
SUPPLY/INSTALL TO LOCAL
AUTHORITIES, BUSINESS PARKS,
CONTRACTORS,
AND TO INDUSTRY

0151-343 1515

MOBILE: 0831523550, FAX 0151-343 1919
e-mail agrid@compuserve-com
Chicken ComerFarim, Raby Mere
Road; Wirral GH43 4]Q



LILQ JONES

Tranmere Midfielders

Well another one bites the dust!!!! It's a great time to be
a Rovers supporter, let’s face it, we're patient enough and
deserve something to shout about. What a great result and
lets hope we can carry on against Middlesbrough. You might
have guessed that I'm writing these notes before the game
on Tuesday.

Another thing is why do we seem to draw the same
teams over and over again in the cup competitions. Anyway,
I'm sure that Sunderland will be once again “no problem”
(that’s a quote from Georges Santos before the last cup tie
against Sunderland)

WELCOME

A very big, warm welcome from all midfielders to our
furthest flung member, Kayla Thomas. Kayla lives in
Norwich but is an avid Rovers fan. She has come for
tonight’s game and will be sitting in the Kop with the home
fans, | met Kayla at the game at Carrow Road last season,
and hope that she will be as enthusiastic as then. We all hope
that you enjoy the game and have a safe journey home.

AWAY TO HUDDERSFIELD

Don'’t forget that we are looking to go to this game on
22 january. Unfortunately, we had to turn some people
away from the Bolton trip as it was full, don’t let this happen
to you for Huddersfield. Ring me on 336 5400 to book your
place and you can secure your seat with a min £5 deposit at
the meetingin january.

NEXT MEETING

Don’t forget that the next meeting is on 10th january
2000. This is one week later than normal, but will be at the
usual time 8.00.

Anyway, as this is the last home game before Christmas, |
would like to wish all our members and their families, fellow
Rovers supporters and all at the Club a very Happy
Christmas. Z

Enjoy todays game and lets hope that we are in the
semi’s of the Worthington Cup by the time you read this
programme. :

| would like to wish all the readers a successful New

Year.
=R
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Good afternoon and a warm Prenton Pup welcome to you all. The
Pups hope everycne had a fabulous time at Christmas and enjoy the rest
of the holiday peri

To all the Swindon fans here today, young and old, enjoy your visit
and have a safe journey back to the West Country. The Pups are looking
forward to the return match in April when, hopefully, the weather will be
a little warmer.

COMPETITION
Pop into the Kennel today, and have a guess as to the total of the
Swindon starting eleven today by adding their shirt numbers together —

there’s one for the calculator, Chris Hallam (Wolves), Trevor Goodwin
(West Ham) who, incidentally, was a ball boy v Middlesbrough and
Stephen Taylor (Middlesbrough). There was no winner v Barnsley.
BIRTHDAYS

The final Pups’ birthdays of 1999 were celebrated recently by Marcus
Donnelly, who lives in Norway and Joshua Brown, a little closer to home
in Bebington. We hope they had a great time.

THANKYOU

As we near the end of another year the Prenton Pups would like to
thank all those who have helped the kids enjoy themselves through their
time and effort. There are a great many behind the scenes but Degbbte. in
the Kennel and at meetings, works so hard to keep things going and
deserves a special mention, as does Jan, who is always on hand for the
preparation of the Tranmere Suite for meetings. Thanks also to Pup
President, Lee Jones, for his assistance in getting the players along to our
meetings and to all the mums and dads for their support.

The Wirral Globe has played an important role too, with their
continued sponsorship and coverage of Pup’s activities. Thank you Dave
Williams and his team.

As we enter the new century it's worth reflecting the progress the
Prenton Pups have made. It was ex-Chairman and present owner, Peter
Johnson, who not too long after his arrival to Prenton Park asked the
supporters to rally and look to the future. Through Allen Price, now an
important part of the Supporters Association, contact was made with
those involved in the former Junior and Intermediate Supporters to see if
a new young section could be formed. Alan and Sue kick started
the process and the Prenton Pups were bom.

The meetings have been g huge success and started with guest
players Eric Nixon and Steve Mungall. How many players have visited
thelddsoverﬂ\eyeusisanybody‘sguas,butevuyonehnsbeen%maﬂy
appreciated by the youngsters — and the parents! The Pthos have helped
local charities with their fundraising and supported Rovers with
numerous sponsorships. It would be interesting to hear from those first
members and their recollections of the early days — don't be shy, let's
hear from you.

Finaily, from the Prenton Pups to you and all at TRFC, espedially Aldo
and his team

AVERY HAPPY AND SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR

We're proudto |
: sponsor Rovers'
-,i;’,' Official Club for
Youngsters
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Unobstructed Views...

A beef with Lebouef

We all love Big Georges and
Didier Deschamps seems like a
decent bloke, call them honorary
Englishmen if you will, but if you
mention Vieira, Labouef, Petit,
Anelka, Ginola, Cantona, Dacourt,
what do you think of? A clue, it’s
not undoubted football quality.
That's right, they’re all a pain in
the posterior. Always getting
booked / sent off, always mouthing
off in the papers (usually from
the safety of their own country)
about how tough the English
game is (ah, there, there,
mummy will kiss it better), often
caught spitting at other players.
What is their problem?

So you can imagine the
incredulity when the French
coach, Roger Lemerre, is
defending the latest outburst of
petulance, Lebouef getting sent
off by bravely stamping on Harry
Kewell as he lay injured on the
ground and Petit gobbing at John

Hartson, by saying “Ah well, zis is
ze French way, we are passionate
people”. Without going down the
obvious road by mentioning a
couple of instances this century
when the French passion seemed
to desert them, but I think you
know what | mean, if that’'s
French passion then you can stick
your Edith Piaf and Jean Paul
Satre where the sun don’t shine.

Now you read that Marcel
Desailly will quit Chelsea at the
end of the season. Great,
hopefully that will start the trans-
channel exodus back. Basically
we all know that they are here
for the money, but you don’t
mind the likes of Juninho, Zola,
Vialli, even Ziege (and, of course,
Big Georges), because a) they're
great players and worth the
admission money etc. but also b)
because they genuinely seem to
like being here and just get on

with it. But there can be nothing
more galling (pun intended) than
these French geezers coming here
for big bucks and taking every
opportunity to run down our game
and have a pop at the things the
French are always banging on
about; i.e. we are thugs, uncouth,
uneducated, crap food & weather.
Well naff off then.

That’s why | really hope that
Leeds, or even Man United, win
the title. Obviously they're
predominately English, or British,
or even Commonwealth, but
when was the last time you heard
one of them whining in the
papers. Maybe David Beckham,
but then again when your missus
is getting so much abuse you'd be
pretty naffed off. | reckon the
sooner they get a big, juicy bit of
british bee?down their neck
washed down with a few pints of
Cains, the better we'll all get on.
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Carton Printers and Manufacturers
Point of Sale, Design and Screen Printers

Advertising Concepts and Full Media Planning Service

Unit B1, North Cheshire Trading Estate,
Prenton, Birkenhead, Merseyside |43 3DU

Telephone 01571 608 981717
Fax 0151 608 9676

Unit 371, First Avenue, Deeside Industrial Park,
Deeside, Clwyd CHS5 2Z2NU

Telephone 071244 281880
Fax 01244 281882

enquires @ ads-graphics.com

STEVE VAUGHAN
PHOMOHONS rs and wish them a

Wish everyone Millenium.

a Happy
New Year

TRANMERE ROVERS

would like to thank
all their sponsors and fans
for their support over the

Media Suite

TRANMERE COMPUTERS

748 Borough Road, Prenton
Wirral CH42 SJF

Tel: 0151608 6690
Fax: 0151 200 6818

British 2 Distied
o g el + Medicash s..pm
Mearseyside Branch by

Match Ball

| For further information on sponsoring a mcrtch contact The Commercial Department on 0151-608 4194
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Tel: 0151-645 4396 TELEPHONE 01516496000 = Gronge Rood East & Upton By s
P senes [ 1 .
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! | Name & Logo HERE _— Grange Rood East & Lipton By Poss
Office: 639 7541 Direct 56355 | MR gotion’ Tel N e &ppumgyu.rmnd\ehcdmm

Sage Accounting Software = % McDonald's
PHOENIX BUSINESS [Tt
&% soTons B -m"' i cdintoniias
2 : By Poss
R Tek 01515130911 i wmmnﬂeb{dm

Boot Sponsor: PETER DAVID ARNETT [

CARRFARMGARDEN | I 7 | McDonald's
CENTRE . i Restaurants Ltd.

. -, Forall you gardening and leisure needs
Tek 0151-632 1457

! THINGWALL NURSERIES 2 &
PLANT CENTRES LTD. : i BROMBOROUGH

ower Thingwall Lane, Thingwall, 5 Renov m Bl.lﬂdhg i
{ Barnston, Wirral CHG1 147 - 648 0261 ' g CROSS CAR SALES
' o, W— Spurﬁer&LMOTORs 6501811

WILLIAM JOHN
PATTERSON
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Manufacture & Repair of Dry [} PETER NEDERLOF

Suits for all weather sports
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A First Substitute B Second Substitute @ Third Substitute
(Substitited Players in solid, replacements in outline).
Goalscorers - Number in shape. SO = Sent Off. OG=0wn Goal

Date V | Opponents & Event F-A | Att.
Sat7 Aug H | Bolton Wanderers 0-0 {7674 -
Tues 10Aug A | Blackpool (WC1-1) 1-2* (3298 -
1 HuddersfieldTown ~ 23 14 4 5 42 23 +19 46 H | Huddersfield Town 0 [6728 13
2 Manchester City 23 4 3 6 35 1 +16 45 H “""{‘,":‘"(‘”‘3‘1) ZX A -
3 Ipswich Town 2312 6 5 40 26 +14 42 d it NN 4. s
4 Chariton Athletic 22 12 5 5 38 24+14 41 .3 Barnsleyw oo RS 0-3 -;)
5 Barnsiey 22 12 3 7 42 35 +7 39 A | Blockbari Row 02 {17809 23
7 Fulham 23 8 11 4 24 18 +6 35 o HiPortsmouth =~ | 24 ]m 5524
8 QueensParkRangers 23 8 9 6 32 28 43 33| |\yeds22Sept | A | CoventryCity (WC2-2) | 13 |12433
9 BirminghamGity ~ 22 8 8 6 33 25 +8 32| |sat25Sept | H |Chariton Athletic 2-2 |5846 24
10 WolverhamptonW. 22 8 8 6 25 21 +4 32| |sun30ct |A Crewe Alexandra 2-0 6169 22
11 BoltonWanderers 23 8 7 8 32 27 45 31 t90ct AlQ 327519357 24
12 Norwich City 22 8 7 7 21 20 1 31| |Tues120ct |H 20 |5328 -
13 Bladkburn Rovers 22 7 S 6 27 22 45 30| | Sat160ct H 1 113208 3
u 23 8 5 10 32 34 -2 29| |Tues190ct |H 3-2 |5004 1
15 WestBromwichAlbion 23 5 11 7 23 27 3 26| |Sat230¢ [AlC 22 |18645 0
% CrystalPaloce 33 6 8 O 30 36 % 25| | Tues260ct | A 2-3 | 19,491 o1
17 Crewe Alexandra 23 7 5 1M 23 30 -7 26 Sat 30 Oct H 2-0 |5,987 '_7
8 Grimsby Town 23 7 5 1 24 38 -4 26| |Sat6Nov |H _30 16623 14
¥ NottinghamForest 23 6 7 10 24 27 3 25| |fiiZNov Al 00 114514 4
20 Sheffield United 336 6 1 27 3012 :“223";;" : 3’3, 6’6232 ! i
21 PortVale 33 5 8 10 26 31 S 3| | e G il
33 Portsmouth P S A | B B :;‘."*2;0""" : sl
23 Walsall 3 4 7 12 31 37 —ic | | TUes30Nov | HiBarnsley (WC4) 11| 40 17,039 = -
wdorT Sat 4 Dec A Bolton Wcmderers 32 (135533 12
24 S own 233 8 121 37 ATV |sattiDec | H|WestHamUnited(FAC3) | 10 {13629
Tues14Dec |H Nﬁdﬂsbrough(WCQF) | 21 |58 -
Player Sig'ied Date&Fee  TRRC Debut Fit7Dec [HiNorwichGty | 12 {5863 4
Int Hons &Date &Date Sun 26 Dec A | Walsall
jhnAdteberg  Urect71 &dm 0%8-Free  vSwindnZ509%8 L“:::ﬂg;‘x b ul""hmi"d"'m’“"‘-
Wayne Allson Hud'fekd 161068 -Huddershield 09.99-£300,000 vBomsley 030999 i —
GrohomAllen-EYth  BokonB477  Eeton  (RS8-E3WKP/E vBil(ry2308%8 | | Sot8Jan | H|Sunderland(FAC4) = |
MichoelBlock-£5¢h - London61076  Arsend  (8%-Free yBokon078%9 11/12Jan A | Bolton Wanderers (WCSF)
Dave Chalinor -EUIE" Chester 21075+ BromPool  0794-Free v Stoke28.0297 Sat15 jan H | St
Froil-ScotUZ1 Glosgow 10865 Heorts — 0198-£75000 vMonCiy 3L0138 Sat22jan A
Tony Grant lrepod U174 Bretn  0399-lom  vBomdey(300%9 | [REmvemjemiREAAE S B
Rebentizel AsonVlla O7%<Free yBatm0708% Sat29jan | H
Nicky Henry Liverpool 21269 Sheffield Utd 07.95~Free - Bolton07.0859 - A
Ipol81078 BYTS 0797~ Forest 184097 H
Richard Hinds Sheffeld 20850 BYTS (8% v Grimsby 010599 1at
Tommy Holmes Worddwrch 0L EXYTS  07.99- Al
Gayjones-ALUZl ~ Chesteri0STS EXYTS 0783 YNl 201193 S -
Leejones-Wales ~ Wrexham 29573 Livepool 0697 £100.000 Sauthend 28397 i : :
lnjoy-USA | SanDiego 4OU7BI . 01%- Jues7Mar | A | West Bromwich Albion
DovidKely-Ere  Birhom2S1165  Sunderkond 08.97-£350,000 yWBA03.0857 Sat1iMar | H |Birmingham Gity
Koumoas Wrehom 23879 BLYTS  0798- yCarfisk 18.08.98 Sat 18 Mar A | Nottingham Forest
AlonMahon-EreU2|  DiblindAT8 = &YIS & (3%5- vHudeld 63,029 Weds 22 Mar | H | Ipswich Town
Padro Matios * - Madnd 111073 FreeAgent 0899 Tridl W Stockport 40859 Sat 25 Mar H | Walsall
Alan Morgan- WU21 U7 BISS 0092 yipswich 17.049% -
Joe Murphy - Ere U6 20881 EXYTS 0789 vOxford U 12099
Ercoon-AX Monchesterd1062 WigonAth 079 Free  yBomsiey30711999°
*3rd period with Tranmere Rovers. Origingl Debut: v Carlisle U 25.03.1988
AnyPakimon  Lpool2ISR Lepod  0557- vWohes221097
GarethRoberts Wroham060278Pomionos 08%9—fres v UE®
GeorgesSantos  MorseBe 15870 Toukon _ 08%8—Free  yWokes(B1898
Jan Sharps Woltn 23080 BYIS™ 0797 ¥ Sunderkond 22,0838
Perry Bheod BOIS1 / RYTS, ~ 0799—
(hertsey5576.. BoktonWord, 1098 = E50,000+ \Oxford 10038
ComokSNl67 Wolves ™ 0797—Free — vWBAGO8S7
CrestTeld 31878 Monsheld 089770000+ vStadkport 200399
Bistol8010 QR 08%-loon  vBokm0OT0895
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SUPPORTING it

Above:
Alan Morgan
picked up the
Vice Presidents’
Suite MOTM
Award on behalf
of his fellow
Welsh Under-21
| team-mate
Gareth Roberts.
lsabel Hill
presented the
Award.

Abmre Dave G’mﬂmur was selected os MOTM by

Prenton Suite Sponsors ADS Graphics. William johnstone,

q! who also happens to be the Captain of the Royal

“WIRRAY Musselburgh Golf Club, handed over the bottle to our
L L/ long-throwing centre-back.

Above: A Very Happy Christmas for Doug Williams, who wasinthe Borough
Road stand, and who scooped £1,178-50 mthebumper Equalizer' draw against
West Ham. PA maestro Richie Tierney selected the winning ticket.
(PS Hommer to Fall’ by Queen at the end of the game - nice one Richie!)

Above: Alan Morgan grabbed another bottle on

behalf of his Welsh team-mate, Gareth Roberts,

This time the Dixie Dean Suite membersvoted Gz
as their MOTM.

Gemma Toomey presented the Battle,

The Chiefadded to
his growing -
collection of ‘Cuvee |
Tranmere’ by
scooping the
MOTM Award
from Media Suite
Sponsors Total
Recruitment
Setvices. Steve
Hayes was
delighted to
present the award.

Above: John Charcol, Match Sponsors of the West
Hamgame, chose Alan Mahon as their ‘MOTM after
our young midfielder’s solid all-action :
ngainstﬁx_eHmwemRidmndGurveyprSented AboveRover The Chief, Refﬂ'eeDenthﬁaglmundmsm Hammers
the award. coptain Steve Lomas-orisit octually ‘Shaggy’ from Scooby Doo? - and the
PLeE0CRNETIEETRReNLLRRERIERDPDOEDD mﬂscotsﬁmupwﬂMatdrbaBSponscrsCrmPrevemmSeamtywm
anadbeforel:beF.A.Cupuebegm :
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Fulham vs Rovers
Nagtionwide League Division One
Monday 3rd january 2000 K.O.3.00 p.m.

Match Prices: Seats &
Adults: £16.00 1
Concessions:£8.00
Match Prices: Terracing
Adults: £12.00
Concessions:£6.00

All payable at the turnstiles
on the day of the match.
Executive Coaches:
Adults - Members £14.50
Adults - Non-members £15.50
Under 16/60+ - Members £13.00
Under 16 / 60+ - Non Members £14.00

Coaches depart Prenton Park at 9.15 a.m.
N.B. SEE ‘CRAVEN COTTAGF’
ARTICLE ON PAGE 8 for details about
the difficulties of getting to, parking at, and
getting in to Craven Cottage.

HOW TO GET TO CRAVEN COTTAGE
‘By Car, from the North (M53/MS6/M6/M1 or
MA0/M2S): Exit M2S ot junction 15 (s/p M4 Heathraw,
‘Terminaks 1,2 and 3, London (W) onta the M4 eastbound.
Remain on the M4, which becames the A4, following signs
to‘Cermtl.mhm for 10.4 mifes to Hogarth Roundabout.
Here, take 2nd exit (s/p Centrol London, Hammersmith
M}rmmngonmem passing the Griffin (Fullers)

At the Hommersmith flyover junciion after 1.1
nuies, ion left-hand lans and exit the A4 (s/p
Hommersmith{A306, A315, A219)). Foliow signs to
DM(Mﬂ)brunisteT-pmnMoﬁ-hys
Accountancy Personnel. This is the Hammersmith
Roundabou. Continue round roundabout for 03 miles to
where rood runs undemeath and paraliel to the A4, and
turn left (s/p Afternative Route via Putney Sridge) inte
Fulham Paloce Road. Go straight on for 1.2 miles and
r#tmww’sl’akﬁood,wlﬁbmktodnm
l'm.Zauei

PARKING
m&mmﬂdqiuyamnpumsmmﬁd
the residential streets in the borough. There are traffic
mmmeﬂmdmm:
| mmm ...........
Wmspncehrubomﬂ)ﬁvemmg
supporters in the disabled enclosure between the
Riverside Stand and the Hammersmith End. Disabled
Toilet: Nearby. Cost: Free for disabled, terrace price
cdmission for helper. Booking: Essential. Parking: None
available. For the Blind: No specicl fadilites.

Rovers vs Sunderland

F.A. Challenge Cup, Fourth Round
Saturday 8th january 2000 K.0.3.00p.m.

Match Prices
Main Stand:
Adults: £14.00
OAPs: £3.00
Juniors:
Other Areas:
Adults: £13.00
OAPs: £6.00
Juniors:  £3.00

THIS IS AN ALL-TICKET MATCH.
Tickets must be bought from the Ticket

Office on or before Friday 7th January. No
tickets will be sold on the day of the game.

Bolton W. vs Rovers
Worthington Cup Semi-Final, First Leg
Tues 11th OR Weds 12th january 2000

Rovers vs Bolton W.

Worthington Cup Semi-Final, Second Leg
Tues 25th OR Weds 26th january 2000
WATCH LOCAL PRESS FOR TICKET DETAILS

Coach bookings should be made at least three days prior to travelling. After that date no guarantee can be given of seat availability.

How will you make your

mark this season?

Teletext on ITV page 108

www.itv.yearofpromise.co.uk
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‘Sunderland

PrmThings cgzldn& be better down at btﬁ;mdég“af 'I;'?Lht. Third place in sti!‘f
iership, the country’s top goalscorer banging in lett. right and centre,
outn'owdseveryweek-dwg'seventdkowaope

And then a trip to Prenton Park looms. For some reason, the Wearsiders have
never quite enjoyed their trips to the Wirral and many of the club's fans regard
Tranmere as their bogetside. Sunderland’s only league success in seven attempts at
Prenton Park was back in April 1998 when goals from Kevin Philips and Micky
Summerbes avenged an Andy Parkinson settled FA Cup fourth round encounter.

How ironic that the two ciubs should be thrown together again, two yeors on, ot
the exact same stage of the competition. Peter Reid's outfit will prove an even
tougher nut to crock this time around having set the Premiership alight in the few
months they have spent there so far. The recent 4-1 demolition of star-studded
Chelsea illustrated just how far they had come from the crushing opening day 4-0
defeat at Stamford Bridge which had the gloom and doom entics predicting another
roller-coaster season.

Their success has largely been based around the goals of Kevin Philips and Niall
Quinn, the fittle and large strike partnership. Philips, with 19 goals to his name prior
to Christmas, hos matured into one of the most sought after goalscorers in English
football and is arguably one of the bestr'recesoftmrsferb@&wermnductedby
Reid who paid Watford just £325,000 for his services. Quinn, who has won over 60
caps for the Republic of Ireland, missed the majority of Sunderland’s short stay in the
“Premiership last time around through injury but is making up for lost time now.
Injuries to etther of their first choice strikers could prove costly with former QPR and
Sampdoria marksman Danny Dichio ruled out for the next two months with a back

injury.

Reid has been credited with fine business acumen in his side with the
recent £2.5m purchase of West Brom winger Kevin Kilbane the latest piece in his
jigsaw. The signing of Kilbane seems to confirm the eventual departure of Scottish
international Allen Johnston who has been frozen out of the first-team picture after

foiling to agree o new controct ot the start of the season. Riding along the right hand
side of midfield is Nicky Summerbee, who resurrected his career by moving to the
North East from Manchester City where the burden of playing at the same dub as his
fother oppeared too great,

Kilbane, not eligible for this match having played for the Bogl_fsdin the third
round, will compete with Swedish international Stefan Schwarz, who had a brief spell
in England with Arsenal five 0go, was brought to the dub for a record £4m at
the start of the season from Sponish side Vialencia, Occupying more central roles are
former Evertonian Gavin McCann, who has blossomed under Reid's command, end
Frenchman Eric Roy, a borgain £250,000 signing from Marseilles. Such has been the
transformation in the midfield engine-room, dub captain Kevin Ball ended
hislong association with the club to join up with Paul Bracewell's Fulham on.

Reid opted for experience when planning his Premiership assoult during the
SmnnmundpkkedquwnwnintemaﬁomﬁhmmsterﬁvamnMurﬁdl
and Arsenal veteran Steve Bould to boister the defence. Helmer failed to settle in the
North East and was loaned to Hertha Berlin but Bould amoreashrtec?um.
Paul Butler, formerly of Bury is Bould's usual central defensive partner. Reid paid
£500,000 to bring Chris Makin bockfromasgd]wimMmseﬂiﬁTheexOld%mmright
back suffered badly with injury during his first season ot Sunderland but has now
bountedbacktmoducemofﬂwbestfmofhismm.hl&ﬁhcxktﬁesﬁdish
Michae! Gray, who used to ply his trade further upfield as a winger. Gray made his
Englond debut alongside Philips last April and became the first Sunderland player to
p!ayforEnglandatWembleyngef 23 years against Sweden in june.

Replacing cult-here Lional szinbetweentbepostswasneverguinﬁaiobeun
easy task but the form of Danish international keeper Thomas Sorensen has meant
flamboyant Frenchman is all but & distant memory. Ex Wrexham custadian Andy
Marriott provides cover.

Victory over the Wearsiders would provide a magnificent confidence booster for
Tranmere %g:“g into the two-legged Worthington Cup semi-final against Bolton.
With three Premiership side's already tasting at Prenton Park this segson, Reid
;)wo“i;bemxioustomhissidedm‘tbecmﬂtefmﬂhgimttobefeﬂedhypﬁlda‘s

Football. It's a game of two halves

The FA. Premier Leagu

pal Fpotballers Association and Sport England.

1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holborn, London ECTN 25T. E-mail: enquiries@football-trust.org.uk-

o our national game... now, and for generati
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Rovers

John ACHTERBERG | |
Graham ALLEN | |
Wayne ALLISON | |
Dave CHALLINOR | |
Clint HILL | |
AlanMAHON | |
George SANTOS | |
David KELLY | |

Scott TAYLOR | |
Nick HENRY | |

§¥w355350nummhwua

8 5 1
]

& ¢ Nationwide

FOOTEALL LT AY

|| Robin HULBERT

| Philippe CUERVO
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27  Arsend vs Leeds United

28 Bradford City vs Everton

Leicester City vs Newcastle United

29 oTd % ManchesterUnked

30 Watford vs Southampton

31 WestHamUnited  vs Derby County
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